
Elk Island Road Ride 2014 

On Friday, August 15, about 40 club members met at Elk Island Park for the club's 

annual bike ride through the park followed by a picnic at the parking lot by the Visitors Centre. 

Robbie Steen had hit another ball out of the park by organizing fantastic weather for his famous 

Elk Island road ride. We gathered in sunshine to hear Robbie's jokes about crossing cattle gates 

on bicycles and how not to try to out run bison in rut. At 10 am, we divided up into our usual 

cycling groups for the ride. There was a support van to accompany the Green group and carry 

extra water to the turn around. The weather was perfect for cycling with the wind light as we 

rode our bikes the 20 k over rolling hills to the North gate where we stopped for a rest and snack 

before heading back to our cars. 

About half way through the park we encountered an entire herd of bison on  

the road. There had to be close to 50 head including many young calves. It was quite a sight 

which we don't get treated to every year. Some of the groups even needed help from passing 

vehicles to get past the herd which was close to and on the road. 

 

 

 

 

Most cruised the beautiful, curvy, rolling road to the north park gate and back while some 

crazies sprinted down the hill to the highway to Lamont. This latter group could later be heard 

grunting and panting as they ground their way up the same hill into the headwind on the return 

trip.  

Upon returning to our cars we pulled our picnics and lawn chairs for a delightful group 

picnic in the shade. Fortunately, the mosquitoes were not as bad as anticipated. 

 

By 2 pm, most of the participants were on their way back to town. 

 

Our annual Elk Island Ride & Picnic has become a most enjoyable event of our  

summer schedule. 

 



 

 

Submitted by Robbie Steen and Darryl Reimche 


