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2012 !           Issue 2

SKI TRACKS
This issue generously sponsored by

  Source for Sports - St. Albert.

 Sadly, we are reaching the end of another 
fantastic ski tour program, with 6 of the 7 Club tours 
completed as of March 1.   As usual, our tour hosts 
have made the tours to Sunshine (Stan Rust and 
Gwen Williams), Sun Peaks 1 (Ann Homer 
Delveris and Bill and Pat Campbell), Sun Peaks 2 
(Lynn Skillen and Marjorie Anderson), Marmot 
Ski Improvement (Brian and Susan Hall, Dennis 
and Georgie Brooks), Panorama (Barb Fowler and 
Joan Stirling), and Lake Louise (Alan Burkin and 
Brian Colgan) enjoyable experiences. The snow has 
been great, the weather – with the exception of a 
frigid Sun Peaks 2 – has cooperated, and the 
companionship has been wonderful.  The remaining 
tour, to Marmot later this month, promises to be 

more of the same.  Thanks to all our hosts, to our 
tour coordinators Pat and Bill Campbell, and to all 
the unsung heroes of our Club who pitch in and help 
out by loading/unloading busses, providing rides by 
car pooling, making new members feel welcome, 
and all the myriad other “little” things that make for 
a successful and fun club.    
 An important date to add to your calendar is 
Wednesday, April 25 when RMSSC will hold its 
Fourth Annual General Meeting, between 1 and 3 
p.m. at Snow Valley.  All members are encouraged to 
attend.
 Enjoy the remaining ski days that we have 
left this winter and I hope to see you on the slopes.
 Mike Tansey
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Rocky Mountain Seniors Ski Club

Annual General Meeting                                                                                             
Wednesday, April 25, 2012

Snow Valley Lodge –  upper level

1:00 P.M. to 3:00 P.M.
See page 2.

 Coffee, tea and sweets to be served.

Did you know: You can go to the website and click on the icon on the bottom 
right hand side. This will allow you to set up a link that will send you an e-mail 
every time something new is posted to our website - www.seniorsski.com. 

This story was recently in “The Edmonton Journal: Here is the introduction and the link. “While 
some people in their 80s worry about falling and breaking something after slipping on a rug or icy 
sidewalk, other octogenarians are flying down mountains on skis.  (See the full text at http://
www.edmontonjournal.com/life/Octogenarian+skiers+tackle+slopes+video/6215306/story.html)

http://www.seniorsski.com
http://www.seniorsski.com
http://www.edmontonjournal.com/life/Octogenarian+skiers+tackle+slopes+video/6215306/story.html)
http://www.edmontonjournal.com/life/Octogenarian+skiers+tackle+slopes+video/6215306/story.html)
http://www.edmontonjournal.com/life/Octogenarian+skiers+tackle+slopes+video/6215306/story.html)
http://www.edmontonjournal.com/life/Octogenarian+skiers+tackle+slopes+video/6215306/story.html)
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 The Annual General Meeting of the Rocky 
Mountain Seniors Ski Club will be held on April 25, 
2012, at the Snow Valley Ski Club from 1 pm to 3 pm.  
Coffee, tea and cookies will be served.  Members are 
encouraged to attend this meeting.

 The agenda will include the following reports 
and business: The President’s Report, The Audited 
Financial Statement, Membership Coordinator, Ski 
Tours Coordinators, Special Activities Coordinator, 
Membership Fee For 2012/2013 Membership Year, 
Election of Executives, Appointment of 2012/2013 
Auditors, Other Business.

 The following Executive positions are up for 
election at this year’s AGM:
President, Treasurer, Membership Coordinator, Special 
Activities Coordinator, Newsletter Editor and 

Webmaster.  The nominating committee is preparing a 
slate of candidates for presentation to the membership.  
Nominations from the floor will also be accepted.

 In the event that any member is considering 
presenting a motion from the floor which could impact 
the financial operations of the Club, the Executive 
requests that an advance notice of motion be given. 
This is to provide the Executive and general 
membership with some prior warning so that they are 
not called upon to consider a matter unexpectedly.  Any 
proposed motions, as well as the nomination 
committee’s slate of Executive candidates, will be 
published at least a week before the AGM, via a Skiing 
Scoop, so that all members are made aware of the 
motion and have time to consider its implications.  
Motions should be sent to Mike Tansey 
(president@seniorsski.com) prior to March 31, 2012.

2012 RMSSC Annual General Meeting

MEMBERSHIP
Submitted by Art Robinson

Membership Update
 As of February 20, 2012, our membership is 422. So far this 
year, we have welcomed 78 new members to the Club. 
 Thanks to all who tell their friends and fellow lift-riders 
about our Club. Keep wearing those white name badges. 
Prospective members see the badge and ask what our Club is all 
about and what it has to offer. It is an excellent way of advertising. 
 Refer any interested senior skiers to our website, 
www.seniorsski.com, for more details about the Club and its 
activities as well as a membership form. Business cards with the 
Membership Coordinator’s contact information are available. 
Contact Art Robinson, info@seniorsski.com or 780-435-8742, for 
these cards.

New Members Day
 On February 7, close to 100 members enjoyed a great day of 
skiing at Snow Valley as well as meeting 20 of our new members. 
Thanks to all those who help make our new members feel welcome. 
Everyone enjoyed the day, skiing and talking with friends over 
coffee. 

mailto:president@seniorsski.com
mailto:president@seniorsski.com
http://www.seniorsski.com/
http://www.seniorsski.com/
mailto:info@seniorsski.com
mailto:info@seniorsski.com
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 On February 12, 46 happy people set off for 
Panorama just as the sun was rising in the east.  Stops 
were made at Red Deer for a quick coffee, at Canmore for 
lunch and in Invermere for groceries.
 We arrived at 
about 4 pm. It was nice 
to get there in the 
daylight so we could 
see and appreciate the 
many services available 
on the hill.
 Our 
accommodations were 
most delightful.  Many 
of the rooms had a view 
of the hill and the hot 
tubs.

Sunday night at 
the Great Hall we were 
treated to one of the 
best buffets ever 
experienced on our ski 
trips. Combining this 
with wonderful camaraderie provided for the perfect start 
for our trip.
 The next morning most of our group met up with 
the ski hosts. This proved to be most enjoyable and many 
of us skied with the Mountain Friends all four days.  They 
made getting around the mountain interesting. We were 
never skiing the same run twice.  Bravo for Mountain 
Friends!

 The sit-down dinner at the Heliplex was very 
good.  Once again Glen McKenzie, catering manager, and 
his staff served a delicious dinner.   

 Our driver, Patrick 
Neighill, was most congenial. 
He got us safely to Panorama 
and home again.  Thanks to all 
of those who assisted our driver 
with loading and unloading all 
of our gear.
 It was nice and quiet on 
the bus on the way home; 
everyone was grateful for some 
rest after four fulfilled, 
fantastic days on the hills at 
Panorama Ski Resort.
 Many thanks to all of 
those who made our trip 
function so smoothly. This 
includes the condo staff who 
also helped sort out the key 
problems, Holly Jones, account 
manager, who oversaw our trip 

plans, and all the pleasant ski lift attendants, 
housekeepers, bartenders and restaurant staff. 
 A special “thank you” to all the participants on the 
trip for making our job so easy and enjoyable! 

Panorama Ski Trip
 Feb 12 - 16, 2012

Tour Hosts: Joan Stirling & Barb Fowler

What’s Coming Up?

AGM April 25

Spring Dinner May 9

Summer Activities

Biking begins. First Week In May

Golf begins. First Week In May

Canmore Bike Ride June 25-28
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 Two years ago, a member bought Rossignol skis 
and bindings at a local discount “big box” sporting store. 
Last winter, he found that he kept coming out of one ski 
but thought it was just because he was trying to follow 
his friends through the moguls and crud.  This year at 
Sun Peaks - his first time on skis this season - he was 
skiing and still kept coming out of his binding, so he 
took it to a shop there and had it checked.  The DIN had 
loosened up and the shop reset it.  The next morning it 
happened again and again.  The DIN would not stay set. 
Obviously something was amiss with the binding that 
couldn't be resolved by just tightening up the DIN screw.  
After our member returned to Edmonton, he took the 
skis back to “Big Box” to see if they would do anything 
about the problem.  Since the skis were 2 years old, they 
refused to do anything to repair them or even give him a 
deal on a pair of replacement skis.  He asked them for 
the contact information for the Rossignol representative 
but they refused to even do that for him.
	
 At the Sundance "RMSSC sale" on the 
Wednesday before the Panorama trip, he had resigned 
himself to the fact that replacement skis were necessary. 
He would take advantage of the sale to get a new pair of 
skis.  Our member brought in his defective Rossi's as a 
potential trade. After the Sundance technician looked at 
them, he was informed that, "this isn't right."  The 
binding was obviously defective. The tech indicated that 
he had never seen that sort of problem before.  The tech 
took pictures which he sent to the Rossignol 

representative to see if it was something that could be 
repaired.  In the meantime, our member had the 
Panorama trip coming up in 4 days and needed skis. 
Sundance gave him a pair of Rossignol demos on loan 
for the week.  He no sooner got home from the shop 
visit than Sundance called and said that "those demo 
skis that you borrowed are now yours!”  He was curious 
so our member went back to Sundance to find out what 
was going on.  Apparently, the Rossignol representative 
had agreed that the binding had a factory defect and was 
irreparable.   Because the skis were a really cheap model 
(Sundance doesn't even sell a low-end ski of similar 
quality), they couldn't even replace the bindings. So 
Sundance made some sort of arrangement with 
Rossignol and GAVE the set of demos to our member 
for free!  The demos, although used, have only a few 
scratches and are a far superior ski to what he had, as are 
the bindings.  All Sundance asked for was $25 to cover 
shipping his original skis back to Rossignal.
	
 So here is a ski shop, in the business of selling 
skis, who passed on the opportunity to sell him skis to 
replace defective skis that he didn't even buy there. Then 
they gave him a replacement pair FOR FREE!  Now that 
is service above and beyond, shows how Sundance 
values their customers and proves the value of RMSSC 
as a customer group.  Obviously, our member says that 
he will now never go to any other ski shop. 

The Importance of Building Corporate Relationships

Please give our sponsors “first chance” for your business. Ongoing thanks to Sundance, Pacesetter, 
Mud, Sweat and Gears, redbike, Revolution, Marmot and Amethyst Inns, Source for Sports                  

St. Albert and Totem Ski Shop (Jasper).

IF YOU'RE PLANNING ON CYCLING WITH THE CLUB 
THIS SUMMER NOW (MARCH) IS THE TIME TO GET 

YOUR STEED TUNED UP IF YOU HOPE TO AVOID UP 
TO A 2 WEEK WAIT FOR SERVICE IN THE SPRING 

RUSH.
Robbie Steen

Please read this note from your newsletter editor. 

Ski Tracks is the official Club newsletter of the Rocky 
Mountain Seniors Ski Club. The Club allows only one 
sponsor per newsletter. Most of our sponsors have been 
with us since the beginning of our Club. This covers most 
of the costs associated with mailing and producing the 
letter. The newsletter does not advertise any 
announcements, meetings, products, or promotions of 
individuals including Club members, of groups or of 
businesses without the permission of the Executive.  
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! Our newest sponsor, St. Albert Source 
for sports, offers a relationship that is unique for 
our Club. 
! Source for sports (S f S) is the only “all 
sports store” to provide sponsorship to our Club. 
In summer they are a bike shop, but they also 
service other sports including baseball, lacrosse, and 
soccer. In winter, hockey is the predominant sport 
but they also provide equipment for ringette and 
skaters including rentals for 
recreational skating. For 
curlers, they stock brooms, 
sliders, grippers, gloves and 
clothing. At this time, they do 
not sell or service skis.
! More than thirty-four 
years ago, St. Albert Sports opened in a different 
location to provide hockey equipment for the 
residents of St. Albert. They have grown far beyond 
that mandate. Local owner Dave Ridd added 
baseball equipment to the inventory.  Then they 
added clothing and equipment for other sports and 
activities. 

! About 15 years ago, a 
big change occurred. St. Albert 
Sports moved to a larger store 
on St. Albert Trail.  
Subsequently, St. Albert Sports 
joined the Source for Sports 
purchasing group. More than 

200 independently owned sporting stores have join 
together to benefit from bulk purchasing and to 

provide exclusively-made products for consumers. 
! The additional space allowed for a large 
selection of bikes and a full repair 
facility to the new shop. While 
there had always been a few bikes, 
the move to a larger store on St. 
Albert Trail turns St. Albert Sports 
into a premier bike shop each 
summer. This is definitely a fit for 

our Club. St. 
Albert S f S caters 
to everyone from 
novice riders to 
those who want 
significantly more 
performance from 
their bikes.
! St. Albert 
Source for sports 
hopes you will 

remember them when you require any sporting 
equipment for yourself, your spouse, your children 
or your grandchildren. They have a great staff who 
are more than willing to help you with information 
or purchases.
! Contact:   780 458 0000
! Address:   580 St. Albert Trail (Highway 2)
! Hours:      Monday 9-6
! ! Tuesday thru Friday 9-9
! Saturday 9-5  ! ! Sunday 11-4
!
!

St. Albert Source for Sports (SfS)
Please welcome our new sponsor with a visit to the store.

Remember to ask for your 10% discount on regularly priced merchandise. 
Show your badge or membership card.



ROCKY MOUNTAIN SENIORS SKI CLUB! MARCH 1, 2012

6

 One hundred and eight members and guests 
participated in the Club’s Ski Improvement Tour to Jasper 
in late January. On Sunday evening, following a great trip 
on Highway 16, members of the tour met in the social 
room at the Jasper Inn for an evening of fellowship and 
great finger foods and snacks. The next day we were off to 
the hill and 47 of us took ski lessons ranging from the 
beginner level all the way through to giant slalom racing 
and mastering the moguls.  The weather was warm and 
inviting and the hill was well groomed on Monday 
morning waiting for our fresh tracks. 
 Members were 
seen in lesson groups 
all over the resort. 
Some even took 
lessons under Eagle 
East Chairlift leaving 
chair riders marveling 
at their abilities. Others 
were cruising the runs 
north of the new 
Paradise High Speed 
Quad. I am sure that 
every member of the tour appreciated the wonderful new 
high speed quad that whisked us back to the top in about 5 
minutes. Some of us even complained that the break was 
too short. There were the Giant Slalom racers learning 
techniques on Porteous Way. This run is the farthest run to 
the north of Paradise Chair so they were out of sight of 
most of us. Other members could be found learning 
techniques on cruiser 
runs. All lesson groups 
were paired with very 
capable Marmot Ski 
School Instructors. 
 Other members 
headed out on their own. 
One group of members 
was seen skiing down 
Eagle East Glades, a double 
black diamond. They included Lorne Woynarowich, 
Archie Childs, Jim Vine, Fran Cuyler, Gwen Williams, 
Larry Comfort, Dick Foose and Stan Rust. They even have 
video and the pictures as proof of their wonderful 
experience. 
 Speaking of pictures, lots of cameras captured 
many of the personal triumphs on the hill and the general 
beauty around us. The sun even cooperated occasionally.   

 As we watched Mike Person ski with his four 
grandsons on Wednesday, the smile on his face infected us 
with smiles as well. And if you looked up toward the knob, 
you might have seen a fairly large group skiing down 
Charlie’s Bowl where, 
according to them, the 
snow was incredible. 
None of the rest of us 
could independently 
verify this. 
 So all in all, 
there was something 
for everyone: 
challenges, lessons with new skills learned and practiced, 
cruiser runs, on-hill meetings for chats, coffee breaks and 
lunches all combined with incredible scenery and great 
fellowship.
 Members came from far and wide for the tour:  
Grande Prairie,  Fort McMurray, White Rock, B.C., and 
Granville Ferry, Nova Scotia. Milt Gilmore, a member 
living in Jasper, an instructor in the ski school, and a share 
holder at Totem Ski Shop, arranged for sponsorship of the 
electronic timing for the Fun Race with Totem Ski Shop. 
There is no way that the Club could have afforded 
electronic timing without the help of Totem. Totem Ski 
Shop also sponsored last month’s Ski Tracks Newsletter. 
The race was superbly 
organized by Robbie 
Steen. Thirty-six 
members showed their 
stuff racing down the 
hill. Each participant 
had two runs to prove 
their mettle and earn 
bragging rights with 
their friends. Many 
members were 
spectators and cheered every participant as they zigged and 
zagged down the course. A summary of the Fun Race and 
pictures can be found on pages 7 and 8. 
 Wednesday night found us sharing stories and 
experiences while enjoying a great group dinner. The large 
screen television displayed a slide display showing the 
participants of the tour in action on the slopes and 
socializing during the first Marmot Tour of the year.
 Brian and I wish to thank Georgie and Dennis 
Brooks and new member Susan Marshall who helped with 
many facets of the tour.

Marmot Ski Improvement Jan. 29 - Feb. 2
Submitted by Susan Hall 
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  A record 36 Club members participated in this 
year's race on Wednesday, February 2, including 
several first timers.
  The organizers wish to apologize for a couple 
of errors in listing the top three finishers in the rush to 
present the results at the Wednesday dinner.
  The correct order of finish for the first three 
places was as follows:
 
                      Men                          Women
   1 st       Larry Comfort            Kathy Robinson
   2 nd      Dick  Foose                Gwen Williams
   3 rd       Bob  Holzer               Maria  Yakula
 
Among the Race highlights were the following:
 -- Larry and Dick are both 75 years young.
 -- Larry was also the most consistent racer. Both of 
his times were identical to a hundredth of a second.
 -- Although very fast, apparently Larry can only stop 
with the aid of a snow fence.
 -- Brian "The Tortoise" McClelland, who is also quite 
fast, can only stop by running into a fence as well.
 -- Both Larry and Brian may have to post a damage 
deposit before the race next year.
 -- Len Stevens, who was participating under 
considerable duress, was still gracious enough to 
allow "The Devil" to beat him by a tenth of a second.
 -- Dennis Brooks (80) participated for the first time 
and can now scratch ski racing off his "Bucket" List.
 -- Kathy's win maintains her status as "Queen of the 
Hill".
 -- "The Devil" found he was 1-2 seconds faster with 
his helmet cover horns taped down (his secret 
weapon) rather than upright.

 -- Several of the men participants tried lying down 
part way through the race course. But this did not 
prove to be a winning strategy. (Snow Angels or just 
an afternoon nap?)
 
SPECIAL THANKS TO
-- Jasper member Milt Gilmour for arranging for the 
electronic timing (sponsored by Totem Ski Shop) and 
for getting Marmot to let us use the popular 
Tranquilizer run.
 -- Our photographer extraordinaire Bob Larson for 
his time and effort and preparation of another great 
slide show.
  More pictures are on page 8.
The Rocky Mountain Seniors Really Are Amazing.
 

The Amazing Race
Submitted by Robbie Steen a.k.a. “The Devil”

Editors note:
Robbie did a great job convincing members to 
participate in the race. I polled several and here are the 
top ten reasons members gave for joining the race.

Number Reasons Members gave for joining 
the Fun Race

10 To stop Robbie from talking at the Welcome 
Event.

9 To challenge myself.

8 To make two consistent runs down the hill.

7 To get my picture taken!

6 To hear all the fans cheering for me.

5 To practice standing in line waiting for my turn.

4 To hear the starter say, “Skier ready! 3,2,1, go!

3 To improve my memory. Red gates on the 
right. Blue gates on the left - - I think?

2 To have some fun doing something different.

1 To beat Robbie. (a.k.a. The Devil)
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Rocky Mountain Seniors Ski Club
Spring Dinner

 Wednesday, May 9, 2012
Snow Valley Lodge

Cash Bar 5:30 PM —Dinner 6:30 PM
$30 per person (incl. GST & Gratuity)

Guests are invited.
 

 Tickets will be available at the Welcome Get-together at the Marmot in 
March Tour and at the Annual General Meeting (AGM) on April 25.

OR
You may choose to mail your cheque, payable to 
ROCKY MOUNTAIN SENIORS SKI Club, to

Susan Hall
#903 10721 Saskatchewan Drive

Edmonton, Alberta, T6E 6J5
An additional charge of $5.00 will be added to tickets purchased after May 2nd.

No post-dated cheques.  Your tickets will be at the door. 

For additional information, call Susan Hall at 780-432-0349.

“I remember when these fit loosely. Why are 
they making them smaller,”  commented Vice 
President Brian McClelland?

Left: Past President Klaus 
Kyritz thought he was 
going so fast that it would 
be impossible to freeze the 
action or get a picture. I 
had 4 to choose from.

Left: Shirley Powell gives 
spectators last second instructions 
on making googling sounds to 
encourage racers as they head 
down the course.
Below: Racers show their stuff.


