The Great Canadian Canmore Rainmaker Bike Trip

On June 17/2013 we set off to on our annual trek to cycle the wonderful trails of the Canmore
region, there were 42 of us.
Mystic Springs provided us with comfortable accommodation, warm pools and best of all a
hospitality room for our welcome dinner. Chicken anyone?
It was decided that due to the weather forecast, Tue was our best chance to cycle the Goat
Creek Trail and the Legacy Trail to Banff.
On Wednesday the plan was to cycle Ribbon Creek and Peter Lougheed Park. We got a little
wet that day but had fun! On the return trip to Canmore it was raining very hard with a
forecast of heavy rainfall warning for the region.
Who could have ever imagined what came next? (Rainmaker Bike Trip – was supposed to be a
joke). Because of the heavy rain most of us packed up and tried to head home Thursday
morning. No entrance to the Trans Canada Highway due to flooding and debris on the road.
After several tries to enter the highway that day, we gave up and returned to Canmore.
We were all glued to our television, in disbelief of the disaster unfolding around us. Everyone
was safe, dry, warm and comfortable. Some without water for awhile or access to the Cougar
Creek area to retrieve a vehicle, but that’s so minor compared to the major damage due to
flooding and loss of homes up at Cougar Creek.
By Saturday night the highway was open to east bound traffic only. Many of us left early Sunday
morning.
This was an adventure that many of us won’t forget for a long time!

Here are the riders of the Goat Creek Trail – prepared for rain.

Afternoon cycle at Peter Lougheed Park

Ribbon Creek area

Young grizzly near our trail

This is the Trans Canada Highway, east bound lane at Cougar Creek

