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Tour Report

One hundred and three people attended the RMSSC first ski tour to Jasper for 2015.  The trip started out 
with a sunny drive to Jasper in unseasonably warm temperatures with roads in excellent condition.  Such
a pleasure to drive!

On arrival, Jasper Inn had a complimentary bag of chocolates in each room for us to share.  The Welcome
Reception was attended by all and one of our local sponsors, Milt Gilmore.  Brian Colgan did a terrific job
as MC and introduced our new members.  If you judge how much fun everyone has by the amount of 
noise we make, we were having a good time.

The hill had a base of 110 cm with seven lifts operating.  Maybe a little shy on snow.  Monday was warm 
for January at about 5 degrees with a rain snow mix coming down most of the morning.  It was good that
some fresh snow had fallen the day before but the hill still became icy.

Thirty eight people signed up for lessons, choosing from green, blue, introduction to moguls, mastering 
moguls and the GS camp. The lessons ran Monday through to Wednesday. 

Tuesday was also warm but with no new snow.  Marmot Basin hosted the Jasper in January Seniors Tea 
on Tuesday afternoon and many of our members, both skiers and non skiers, attended.  Our thanks to 
Elizabeth Mowat for arranging transportation to and from the ski hill for the non skiers and getting the 
information to everyone.  

Wednesday, race day, was much cooler with temperatures more seasonal.  The costume race was set up 
on Tranquilizer and the groomers had done a great job preparing the run for us.  34 people raced in 
costumes varying from nuns, priests, gogo girls, Big Bird, convict (who admitted to using a certain Club’s 
funds), liquor bottle, and an udderly ridiculous cow with black hair.  Best costume went to JoAnn Grand, 
Barb Fowler and Byron Jonah for the nuns and priest/policeman with an honorable mention to Lucille 
Murdock as Big Bird.  The fastest woman was Fran Cuyler (bird) and the fastest man was Jim Vine 
(convict). 

The club dinner was held Wednesday night with 95 people in attendance.  Mike Tansey did a wonderful 
job of MCing the evening.  Jim Spalding won the grand prize donated by Best Western Jasper Inn and 
Suites - a two night stay for two, tickets for the Jasper Sky Tram and Maligne Lake Spirit Island Cruise.  
Every participant in the race was able to choose from the prize table. Thanks to Robbie Steen for all his 
work organizing the Costume Race and collecting all the prizes.    Also, many thanks to our sponsors who 
donated the prizes for the race, especially Milt Gilmour of Totem Ski and George Andrew of the Astoria 
Hotel.  Please continue to support them.

Sponsors from Edmonton: United Cycle
  Sundance Ski Shop

Redbike



Sponsors from Jasper: Best Western Jasper Inn & Suites
Totem Ski Shop & Milt Gilmour

                      Jasper Source for Sports
Edge Control

                    The Astoria Hotel & George Andrew

Our last day of skiing was probably the nicest for weather. It was a little cooler than the previous days 
but still not cold with beautiful sunshine.  We were treated to fantastic views of the valley.

Many of our group saw Frankie, an old bull caribou, living on the ridge above Eagle chair.  He was often 
seen pawing at the ground to uncover food or just sleeping in a depression in the snow.  Jasper - 
Wonderful by Nature.

And especially good news –  everyone skied safely & there were no injuries to report.

Brian Colgan and Gaye Carter, the substitute tour hosts, thank Doug Dowell and Suzanne Lavallee for 
collecting all the registrations, and Best Western Jasper Inn & Suites and Marmot Basin for supporting 
the tour.  And many thanks to you, the participants, for your fun loving ways and love of skiing.


