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President’s Update
June is the month that we thank the executive members whose 
terms have expired and welcome their replacements. We are 
extremely grateful to the following individuals for their many 
contributions to the Club over the past 2 years, and sorry to see 
them go:
Donna Vine, Tour Coordinator
Gordon Hollis, Communications Coordinator
Joan Stirling, Social Coordinator
Maggie Kirchen, Secretary
We are pleased to welcome the following new members:
Ian Kupchenko, Tour Coordinator
Bob Rose, Communications Coordinator
Sylvia Moysa, Social Coordinator
Don Blackwell, Newsletter Editor
Wendy Saunders, Secretary
And congratulations to Jim Vine, incoming Vice-President (and 
continuing treasurer).
The entire executive will continue to provide our members with 
the best service we can.
The Future
At our AGM on May 13th I spoke of our accomplishments this past year. We have so many members to 
thank for all the hard work they contribute to bring about our ski tours, biking and golfing programs, 
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volunteer efforts, dinners and lunches and the 
general operation of the club.
But we are also planning for the future. Our 
membership numbers continue to grow. This puts 
pressure on our ability to continue to provide all 
the services we do, as well as we have. It’s about 
scale. So far we have kept up, admirably. But are 
we preparing ourselves for an eventual tipping 
point, should there be one?
What is it that we could do better and what might 
we want to do differently? How can we continue 
to manage this club as well as it has been in the 
past as pressures increase due to the demands of 
our size? This club has been operating officially 

since April 2008 as the Rocky Mountain Seniors 
Ski Club, and has been working incredibly well. 
What’s there to change, if anything?
We do have more people on the executive now to 
keep up with workloads. Many of our positions 
have two persons in them. Will we need more 
members to help out with additional duties that 
arise? Do we need to reallocate duties and 
reorganize? Or do we just need to be flexible and 
adaptable? Let us know what you think. Tell us 
what you can do to help.
Doug Knight
President

Membership
As of March 31, 2015, 88% of last year's members have renewed and we have welcomed 98 new 
members. Our current membership is 545 members. We are no longer accepting membership applications 
for the 2014-15 season.

At the Annual General Meeting of the Club on May 13, the membership fee for 2015-16 was again set at 
$25 ($20 for members who will be 80 years or older as of December 31, 2015). Upon submission of an 
Application for Membership, membership fees will be waived for those members 80 years or older who 
have been members continuously for the previous 5 years.

Membership application forms will be available on the website in September and the Club’s Registration 
and Information day will be in late October.

Participation
Our members are actively involved in Club activities. Our ski tours have great participation. We have 
well-attended social events. On-hill activities at Snow Valley, as well as ski lessons at Marmot, are still 
popular. Many members continue to participate in our summer activities.
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• 260 of our members participated in one or more of our ski tours this past winter;
• 270 of our members were at one or more of our 2014 Club dinners;
• Last summer, about 165 members participated regularly in biking. Of these over 100 participated 

in one or more of our ski tours last winter while another 35-40 are skiers or have had to give up 
skiing. The Canmore bike trip in June 2014 had 33 participants.

• Last summer, 51 members participated in golfing. Of these, about one-half were on at least one ski 
tour last winter while another one-third are skiers or have had to give up skiing. The Club’s annual 
golf tournament in September 2014 had 54 participants.

• Many of our members hold season passes at Snow Valley and came out Tuesdays for sure as well 
as many other weekdays.

Membership Coordinator’s Thank Yous
The Membership Coordinator would like to acknowledge a number of members who helped him over the 
past year:

• Club Buddies played a special role in welcoming new members: contacting them personally by 
phone, answering questions, and encouraging them to get involved in Club activities. The 2014-15 
Buddies were:

Gaye Carter
Leslie Knight
Maggie Kirchen
Bob Holzer
Karol Muir
Elke Valentin
Velma Childs
Susan Robblee

Brian Craig
Ursula Maydell
Byron Jonah
Bob Reid
Donna Reimche
Darryl Reimche
JoAnn Grand
Wayne Strudwick

• Bob Reid and Byron Jonah assisted in making name badges available to members. When Bob or 
Byron were unavailable, our tour hosts assisted: Shirley Powell, Ursula Maydell, Joyce 
Hendrickson, Archie Childs, and Velma Childs.

• Bob Holzer provided liaison with Snow Valley and the opportunities for members to volunteers 
for events organized by staff at Snow Valley.

 Art Robinson
 Memberships

Treasurer’s Update A Brief Review of the Past Three Years
•Membership Fees
• At the Annual General Meeting, the members voted to keep the membership fees the same as they 

were for the previous year
•The Club is in a sound financial position.
• The Cancellation Fund (provides reimbursements to members who are required to cancel their 

participation in a Club activity when the funds cannot be recovered) is fully funded
• The Event Reserve Fund (provides funds for deposits for future events and covers unexpected 

losses from Club events) is fully funded
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•Ski Tours
• Ski tour revenue and expenses have steadily increased for the past three years, growing almost 

20%
• Reflects the fact that more members going on tours
• Average cost of a ski tour in 2012/13 - about $520/person
• In 2014/15, average cost of a ski tour remains about the same – about $515/person

•Social Events
• The costs of our Spring and Fall Dinners and the Summer BBQ have increased significantly since 

2012/13
• In 2012/13, the average cost was about $26/person
• In 2014/15, the average cost rose to about $35/person
• To help offset this sharp increase, and to return to the members some of the surpluses from ski 

tours and Club operations, the Executive approved subsidizing these Social Events by about $5/
person, beginning in 2013/14

•Club Surpluses
• In 2012/13, it was about $5,300, or about $11.00/member
• In 2013/14, it was about $2,600, or about $5.00/member
• In 2014/15, it was about $1,300, or about $2.50/member
• We are now much closer to being a break-even not-for-profit organization

 Jim Vine, Treasurer

SPECIAL ACTIVITIES
GOLF - WEEKLY
Weekly golf is now in full swing for summer 
2015, with Karol Muir again doing her sterling 
job of keeping track of all the golfers and making 
sure all the arrangements are in place for them 
every week.

In order to take part in the club’s golfing you need 
to register specifically for weekly golf.  This golf 
registration is in addition to being a club member.  
Would you please register by emailing your name, 
phone number and confirm your email address to 
activities@seniorsski.com.   The information will 
be logged and passed to Karol for her distribution 
list.  Only registered weekly golfers will  receive 
the informational emails from Karol.

If you wish to golf and have not already emailed 
in your registration, you still have plenty of time 
to do so.  We have around 85 registered golfers, 
not all of whom golf every week, so there is still 
plenty of room.

GOLF - TOURNAMENT
Lorne Woynarowich, our tournament host has 
booked the course and time - Wednesday, 
September 16th, at the Montgomery Glen Golf 
and Country Club at Wetaskiwin.  He is now ably 
joined by Clare Radis who has very kindly 
volunteered to assist Lorne in this time 
consuming organizing task.  Once all the ducks 
are in line, Lorne and Clare will be distributing 
the information to the membership for their 
registration.

Richard Barham, Special Activities

mailto:activities@seniorsski.com.
mailto:activities@seniorsski.com.
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Special Activities (con’t)
BIKING
It has been a great start to our biking trips this year, especially with an increase to 230 registered member 
riders. Thanks to the 50 – 60 Bike Leaders who volunteer to traverse the Edmonton, St. Albert and 
Sherwood Park trails every month.

The Leaders have occasionally had over 15 riders in their groups on some days and with this increase we 
have greater concerns for the Safety and enjoyment of the ride.
Everyone – Bike Leaders and RMSSC Bike members have the responsibility to ensure a Safe and 
Enjoyable Bike Ride for everyone. Please make sure that you have read the Biking Group Manual and the 
Guidelines for Cycle Leaders available on the club website http://seniorsski.com/biking/biking-manuals/.  
The following are recommendations for a safe ride.

The Leaders have a responsibility to:
1. Communicate the selected route (pre-ride the route) 
2. Select a sweep 
3. Time the route to the coffee shop
4. Bike at a speed appropriate for the group (stopping 

frequently to check with riders)
5. Verbally and visually signal warnings and trail conditions 

to members
6. Stop at intersections to ensure safety for group crossings
7. Stop so that others may assist riders with maintenance 

issues (derailed chain, flat tire, etc.)
8. Ensure a compact group with nobody left behind

Bike Riders have a responsibility to:
1. Maintain a bike appropriate for trail riding
2. Wear a helmet, appropriate riding gear for the weather and 

bring a water bottle 
3. Choose an appropriate group (green, blue, black) that is 

right for their biking level
4. Ensure that personal health will not affect your 

participation
5. Follow bike etiquette...

• maintain a single file ride formation 
• stay in close formation keeping the rider in front 

and behind in view
• pass only on hills - verbal  communication when 

passing
• DO NOT ride too close or touch another rider’s 

bike

 Terry Demkiw
 Special Activities 

http://seniorsski.com/biking/biking-manuals/
http://seniorsski.com/biking/biking-manuals/
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We remember…
Allan Douglas (1943-2015)
Allan had been a member since 2002. He 
had many outdoor pursuits: boating, golfing, 
biking, curling as well as skiing in the 
winter. He found the Club to be a perfect 
match for his interests. He participated on a 
number of ski tours over the years and 
served as a tour host as well. He enjoyed 
biking and golfing with the group over the 
summer. He usually arrived for biking and 
golf in his pride and joy – his Mazda Miata. 
An avid photographer, he was more often 
behind the camera than in front of it. Our 
sympathies are extended to his wife, Elaine, 
and to his family. We will remember him. 

Bruce McGavin (1930-2015)
Bruce had been a member of the Club 
for over 15 years. Bruce started skiing 
when he was 5 years old and it became a 
life-long passion for him. Over the 
years, he skied at the Edmonton Ski 
Club and Snow Valley.  In the early 
days, he skied Sunshine and Marmot 
when these ski resorts were developing. 
He was a regular on Club ski tours, 
especially to Marmot and Sunshine. In 
his younger years, he was a ski jumper 
at the Edmonton Ski Club. When the 
Club started biking in the summer, 
Bruce was there. The Club had a few 
canoe trips down the North 
Saskatchewan River and Bruce was 
there with his kayak. He served the Club 
as Tour Coordinator on the Executive as 
well as a tour host. We will miss hearing 

his favourite expression: “Yeah right!” Bruce’s daughter and son-in-law, Cheryl and Don Doucet, are 
members of our Club. We extend our sympathies to them and the rest of his family. We will remember him.
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 Summer Barbecue Announcement

Where: Laurier Park, site #8
Date: July 15, 2015
Time: 4:30 – 6:30 p.m. 
Details: The “Truckin Good Eats” food 

truck has been booked with a menu 
that includes BBQ ribs, chicken or pulled pork.  

Cost: Approx. $10.00 per person 
  Dessert if you choose will be extra   

Rocky Mountain Seniors Ski Club
Bike Trip

Canmore June 22nd to 25th, 2015
Tour Host: Terry Demkiw 780 966-8563

Volunteers are needed to lead the various groups on this trip.
Please book your own accommodation if needed @ the Fire Mountain Lodge

(403) 609-9949
Canmore trail rides are classed as ‘Blue’. Those who normally bike ‘Green’ may find the 
routes too strenuous and demanding. Please talk to Terry if you are considering this trip.  

Those who normally ride ‘Black’ generally form their own group at Canmore.

Mountain bikes or hybrids are recommended, as there is a mixture of paved and unpaved 
trails.

Remember, the routes each day can be changed according to weather conditions

Monday: 	
 Drive / Carpool to Canmore
Tuesday: 	
 Bike in Kananaskis
Wednesday: 	
 Bike to Banff and back, either via Goat Creek 

Trail or the Legacy Trail
Thursday: 	
 Bike in and around Canmore
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Calendar
May - September
Golf Season 

May - October
Bike Season

June 22 - 25th 
Canmore Cycle Trip 

July 15, 2015
Summer Barbecue

September 16, 2015
RMSSC Golf Tournament

October 28, 2015
Club Registration and Information Day

November, 2015
Fall Dinner

December, 2015

The Executive members of the Rocky Mountain Seniors Ski Club can be reached at the 
following e-mail address or phone number. 
	  Posi%on	   Name	   Telephone	   Email	  
President	   Doug	  Knight	   (780)	  435-‐2348	   president@seniorsski.com
Past	  President	   Brian	  McClelland	   (780)	  460-‐0558	   pastpres@seniorsski.com
Vice	  President Jim	  Vine (780)	  437-‐2617 vicepres@seniorsski.com
Secretary	   Wendy	  Saunders	   (780)	  464-‐5510 secretary@seniorsski.com
Treasurer	   Jim	  Vine	   (780)	  437-‐2617	   treas@seniorsski.com
CommunicaNons	   Bob	  Rose	   (780)	  467-‐0541 communicaNons@seniorsski.com
Membership	   Art	  Robinson	   (780)	  435-‐8742	   info@seniorsski.com
NewsleUer	  Editor	   Don	  Blackwell	   (780)	  436-‐1054	   newsleUer@seniorsski.com
Social	   Barb	  Fowler

Sylvia	  Moysa
(780)	  467-‐4340	  
(780)	  438-‐9095 social@seniorsski.com

Special	  AcNviNes	   Richard	  Barnham
Terry	  Demkiw	  

(780)	  482-‐1451	  
(780)	  966-‐8563 acNviNes@seniorsski.com

Tours	   JoAnn	  Grand
Ian	  Kupchenko

(780)	  999-‐9926	  
(780)	  434-‐1971 tours@seniorsski.com

Webmaster	   Tony	  Holtner	   (780)	  970-‐7700	   webmaster@seniorsski.com

Executive Contact Information


