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President’s Notes
The 2015-2016 ski season has come and gone, the 
Annual General Meeting is behind us, and we look 
forward to the biking and golf season to prepare us for 
another successful ski season.

At the AGM, we saw the replacement of several 
people from our Executive.

Stepping down are:
Doug Knight – President
Terry Demkiw – Special Activities
Barb Fowler – Social
JoAnn Grand – Tours
Brian McLelland – Past-President
Jim Vine - Treasurer

Our thanks for the time and commitment these 
individuals gave to the Club. Over the past two (or, in 
some cases, three) years, they helped to provide the 
leadership and guidance that makes the Rocky 
Mountain Seniors Ski Club a success.

Incoming are:
Jim Vine – President
Judy Anderson – Social
Bernice Gordeyko – Tours
Tony Holtner - Webmaster
Doug Knight – Past-President
Alan Lister – Treasurer
Darryl Reimche – Special Activities
Richard Barham –Special Activities
Art Robinson – Membership

Staying on for one more year are:
Don Blackwell – Newsletter Editor
Ian Kupchenko – Tours
Sylvia Moysa – Social
Bob Rose – Communications
Wendy Saunders - Secretary

Gaye Carter has also 
agreed to assist with 
Tour Coordinators in 
carrying out their 
responsibilities.

The changing of the 
guard reflects the fact 
that we are a volunteer 
organization and we 
yearly look for new 
individuals to help 
guide the Club.  The 
new members of the 
Executive, along with 
the ongoing members, 
will continue to 
provide the fine services that you have received in the 
past.

At the AGM, Doug spoke about the successes the 
Club has experienced over the past year.  However, 
the Executive, and the Club, would struggle without 
the contribution of the many volunteers who act as ski 
tour hosts, biking group leaders, golf organizers, and 
ski buddies, and the other volunteers who jump in and 
help when the need arises.  Thanks to them, the Club 
is a success.

And, of course, your energy, enthusiasm, and zest for 
life is what draws people to join the Rocky Mountain 
Seniors Ski Club, even from as far away as Australia, 
and to participate in our social activities and physical 
adventures.

Jim Vine
President
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Membership
On March 31, the Club had 585 members, an increase 
of 40 over last year. Of the 545 members last year, 
85% renewed their membership. We have welcomed 
118 new members, an increase of 20 over last year. At 
the end of the first year of the Rocky Mountain 
Seniors Ski Club (October, 2009), there were 421 
members. Of these, 200 of those members still retain 
membership. In the first year of the Edmonton club, 
then a part of Seniors Alpine Ski Club, there were 220 
members, 33 of whom are still members 16 years later.

Many thanks to the following volunteers for providing 
assistance to me over the past year. 

Susan Hall.  Susan personally contacted a number of 
new members over past year to see if they would like 
to be matched with a Club buddy. Thanks to the 
following Club buddies over the past year: Lorna 
Berlinguette, Archie Childs, Gaye Carter, Fran Cuyler, 
Shelley Ewart-Johnson, Susan Hall, Len Johnson, 
Norma Kabaroff, Maggie Kirchen, Leslie Knight, Max 
Mayer, Bob Reid, Darryl Reimche, John Ross, 
Rosalyn Ruptash, and Dieter Schuman.
Bob Reid and Byron Jonah helped make name 
badges and decals available to members.

Bob Holzer provided liaison between the Club and 
Events coordinator and Training Centre staff at Snow 
Valley. Volunteers who assisted at Snow Valley’s 
special events this past year were Rosalyn Ruptash, 
Norm Twitchell, Mary Twitchell, Kathy Robinson, and 
Art Robinson. At the annual Skis’n Tees Golf 
Tournament, 9 of our Club members volunteered: 
Archie Childs, Pete Conway, Susan Hall, Brian Hall, 
Bob Holzer, Robert Kansky, Klaus Kyritz, Raymond 
Pallard, and Joan Stirling. Ski Buddies with the Snow 
Valley Training Centre this past winter were Bob 
Holzer, Clare Radis, and Madeleine Shalanski..

Volunteer Opportunities

Our Club is a vibrant Club, thanks to the many 
members participating in the activities and especially 
to those members for planning and organizing 
successful activities. There are a number of ways in 
which you can get involved in the planning and 
organizing of activities.

How would you like to get involved? Become a 
member of the Executive, a tour host, a Club Buddy, a 
coordinator for summer activities (golf and biking), or 
a bike leader for the biking group? You can find more 
information about these volunteer opportunities on the 
Club website, www.seniorsski.com. Look under 
Membership for Volunteer.

Your tour coordinators are in the process of planning 
for next season’s tours.  Successful tours can only 
happen if we have hosts.  Unfortunately we are still 
short for a number of tours. As tour hosts you make 
more friends and the best thing is you are guaranteed a 
spot on the tour.  All tours have 2 – 3 hosts.

We are often asked what a tour host has to do? 
Every tour is a little different but generally the tour 
coordinators have already arranged; tour registration 
forms , lift tickets, rooms, welcome and banquet 
meals, buses, and parking.  Tour hosts are provided 
with a tour specific  binder that guides them through 
all aspects of being a host.  Tour hosts collect and 
deposit cheques, contact the hill, hotel, and restaurants 
to confirm numbers and provide help and guidance to 
tour participants.  Tour coordinators and other 
executive members provide support and guidance 
throughout the registration process and on the tour 
itself. 

Ski Tours 2016-17 and Tentative Dates – 9 Tours
2016
December  11- 14 Sunshine    ( still needs hosts )
2017
Jan. 8 - 13  Sun Peaks 1
Jan. 15 - 20   Sun Peaks 2
Jan. 22 – 27   Sun Peaks 3
Jan 29 – Feb. 2  Ski Improvement in Marmot  
   (still needs hosts)
Feb. 12 – 17  Kimberley (still needs hosts)
Feb. 26 – Mar. 3 Silver Star 
Mar. 12 – 16  Lake Louise (still needs 
   hosts)
Mar. 19 -23  Marmot (still need hosts)
 

Please consider volunteering as a tour host next 
season. contact  Ian Kupchenko or Bernice Gordeyko  
at tours@seniorsski.com or call 780 434 1971

Ian Kupchenko and Bernice Gordeyko
Ski Tour Coordinators

Tour Coordinator’s Report

http://www.seniorsski.com
http://www.seniorsski.com
mailto:tours@seniorsski.com?subject=Hosts
mailto:tours@seniorsski.com?subject=Hosts
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Special Activities
Golf
Yes, we’ve got Deer Meadows (Spruce Grove), Coyote Crossing (Sherwood Park), Hunters Green (St. Albert) and 
County Side (Hwy 14 Sherwood Park) lined up again for the 2016 Golf season running from May 2nd to September 
19th!
The schedule is FINALIZED and on the Club website. 
Please email Richard Barham at activities@seniorsski.com to put your name on the golfing roster – even if you 
were on the 2015 roster.  We start a new roster every season.  To make life a little easier on the volunteers handling 
your registration, please put “GOLF” in the subject line of your email.
All levels of golfers are welcome. You must be a Club member prior to March 31, 2016.
We play Monday mornings, except on long weekends. No on-going commitment is required – week by week sign-
up. Everyone on the golf list will receive an e-mail on Monday or Tuesday for play the following week. Those that 
want to play must email their commitment by Wednesday. The names are scrambled and the roster for the next 
Monday is sent out Thursday/Friday. There are usually about 8-9 teams. 

Karol Muir
Golf Coordinator

Membership (con’t)
Consider becoming a volunteer for Snow Valley. For more than 16 years our Club has enjoyed a
beneficially rewarding relationship with Snow Valley. Snow Valley is home base for our Club’s activities and, over 
the snowy months, serves as a place where members can ski and have coffee together. 
Snow Valley staff play an active role in Club activities held at Snow Valley: Club registration, organizing ski 
lessons for members, assisting us in organizing Welcome to Winter and New Members Days. In return our Club 
members patronize Snow Valley and help Snow Valley to organize their special events. You can find more 
information about volunteer opportunities on the Club website under Membership. Then look for Volunteer and 
then Snow Valley Volunteer Opportunities

     Art Robinson
     Membership Coordinator

Skis’ n Tees
This year, Snow Valley’s Golf Tournament, Skis’n Tees, will be held on Friday, May 27, at Jagare Ridge Golf 
Course. The golf tournament is actually a fund raiser for Snow Valley’s Community Initiative Program – a program 
that gives back to the community by providing skiing experiences to youth and families who otherwise would not 
be able to experience and enjoy skiing. 

And for us, as members, this is an opportunity to give back to Snow Valley as a volunteer or as a participant. 

To volunteer, contact Ameena Kadri, Event Leader, Snow Valley, by email events@snowvalley.ca or by using the 
link on the Club website under Membership. Then look for Volunteer and then Snow Valley Volunteer 
Opportunities. For more information about entry fees, go to www.snowvalley.ca. 

Thank you. There is more information about the Community Initiative Program (C.I.P.) on Snow Valley’s website, 
www.snowvalley.ca, and then look for About Us.

mailto:activities@seniorsski.com
mailto:activities@seniorsski.com
mailto:events@snowvalley.ca
mailto:events@snowvalley.ca
http://www.snowvalley.ca
http://www.snowvalley.ca
http://www.snowvalley.ca
http://www.snowvalley.ca


ROCKY MOUNTAIN SENIORS SKI CLUB MAY 1, 2016

  PAGE 4

Special Activities
Cycling
Yee ha! We soon will be riding with our friends!!! 

First Ride - Our first ride begins after a short 
assembly at 9:45 AM on May 3 at Hawrelak Park. 
(Please come EARLY for this first ride.) Lots of new 
members, spring dinner tickets for sale, name badges 
for new members.

We need more Ride Leaders – This summer, we will 
offer, in total, 360 group rides which means we need 
360 ride leaders (May 3 to October 4). 
So when you are asked by the smiling monthly 
coordinators (listed below) or the cycle coordinator, 
please say “YES, I WILL LEAD A RIDE.”   OR 
send an email to activities@seniorsski.com with a cc 
to the appropriate monthly cycle coordinator listed 
below.   Please indicate where, when and what colour 
group you are willing to lead. Just check the summer 
start location.

Monthly Cycling Coordinators:
May 3 to 17 Darryl Reimche activities@seniorsski.com
May 19 to 31 Susan Hall susandbri@shaw.ca
June - Rob Fenton rbfenton@shaw.ca
July 5 to 12 John Zurbrigg  johnzurbrigg@shaw.ca    
July 14 to 28  Gerry Woolnough gerryw2002@hotmail.com
August - Mike Tansey mike.tansey@gmail.com
September/Oct – Tom Middleton middlet3@shaw.ca
Thinking of serving as a ride leader? Talk with a ride 
leader and especially the cycling coordinators. We 
have RMSSC cycle route maps on our website https://
seniorsski.com/biking/cycle-routes-mapping-initiative/ 
and tips for leaders https://seniorsski.files.wordpress.com/
2014/04/guidelines-for-leaders-v2014.pdf

Two Changes for 2016:
Coffee Stops – Our cycling membership has 
grown too large for one coffee shop so there will 
be no designated coffee stop listed on the 
monthly schedule. Rather, each leader will decide 
where the coffee stop will be for his/her group and 
phone the coffee shop in advance.  You will learn 
of both the route and the coffee stop at the 
beginning of the ride.  

Blue groups -The light blue and dark blue 
leaders will assemble at the far end of the 
parking areas and each blue leader will briefly 
outline the route he/she intends to follow. 
Please select the route/leader/pace that best 
serves you but also be aware we discourage 
groups larger than 15.

Some Reminders on Safety:
Is your bike ready? - Please have your bike tuned 
and ready for the riding season. 

Cycle Safely – Our goal - We will ride collectively an 
estimated total of 113,000 accident-free kilometres 
in the summer of 2016.    Cycling in a RMSSC group 
demands etiquette awareness and mutual support. And 
this includes using hand signals and selecting a group 
and group leader with a pace that best serves your 
bicycle abilities and fitness level. 

Guests – non-members of RMSSC     Please note, 
your guest is welcome to join us only for one ride 
during the RMSSC cycle season and only then if the 
guest has completed and signed a waiver form and 
given this to Darryl Reimche, the cycling coordinator.  
As a RMSSC member, you are responsible for 
guiding your guest in the etiquette of riding in our 
group. Please remain with your guest during the 
duration of the ride.  If the guest cannot maintain or 
exceeds the group pace or rides in a way that causes 
difficulty for others, you, as host to the guest, will 
politely remove the guest from the ride and take them 
for a beer and talk about riding in a group. This may 
sound nasty but while we welcome guests, our focus 
is safety and we all want to continue riding.

The Mission of our cycling group is to provide 
opportunities for our members to socialize and to keep 
fit. Biking is most enjoyable when riders with a 
similar style of riding, skill, and fitness ride together.

Whose bike is struck in the 
new concrete sidewalk?

mailto:activities@seniorsski.com
mailto:activities@seniorsski.com
mailto:activities@seniorsski.com
mailto:activities@seniorsski.com
mailto:susandbri@shaw.ca
mailto:susandbri@shaw.ca
mailto:rbfenton@shaw.ca
mailto:rbfenton@shaw.ca
mailto:johnzurbrigg@shaw.ca
mailto:johnzurbrigg@shaw.ca
mailto:gerryw2002@hotmail.com
mailto:gerryw2002@hotmail.com
mailto:Mike%20Tansey%20%3cmike.tansey@gmail.com%3e
mailto:Mike%20Tansey%20%3cmike.tansey@gmail.com%3e
mailto:middlet3@shaw.ca
mailto:middlet3@shaw.ca
https://seniorsski.com/biking/cycle-routes-mapping-initiative/
https://seniorsski.com/biking/cycle-routes-mapping-initiative/
https://seniorsski.com/biking/cycle-routes-mapping-initiative/
https://seniorsski.com/biking/cycle-routes-mapping-initiative/
https://seniorsski.files.wordpress.com/2014/04/guidelines-for-leaders-v2014.pdf
https://seniorsski.files.wordpress.com/2014/04/guidelines-for-leaders-v2014.pdf
https://seniorsski.files.wordpress.com/2014/04/guidelines-for-leaders-v2014.pdf
https://seniorsski.files.wordpress.com/2014/04/guidelines-for-leaders-v2014.pdf
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Cycling (con’t)
If you are NEW TO CYCLING WITH RMSSC read on:
It’s great to have you with us and there is NO truth to 
the rumour that newbies buy the coffee!!!!

Bike Again Course – If you have registered for the 
Bike Again course (Harold Knope would have sent you 
a confirmation), Harold will meet you at the brief 
assembly on May 3 at 9:45 a.m. and move you to a 
location in Hawrelak Park to begin the classes.

If you are new to cycling with RMSSC and not 
enrolled in the Bike Again course, please join a riding 
group that best serves your cycling abilities/pace and 
interests.  Leaders will take you on a tour of various 
parts of the city on paved and sometimes gravel 
pathways with a stop for coffee and washroom break at 
approximately the half way point. 

Biking is most enjoyable when riders with a similar 
style of riding, skill, and fitness ride together.
Bikers in the Green Groups cycle at the most relaxed 
pace of the biking groups.
Bikers in the Blue Groups like to stop occasionally to 
smell the roses, admire the scenery, take a drink of 
water, visit, etc.
Bikers in the Black Groups usually go the fastest, stop 
infrequently, and go the furthest. They enjoy hills and 
they like getting some dirt on their mountain bikes.

Leaders are asked to have their groups back by 
12:15-12:30 p.m..

RMSSC Bike Manual – please review the bike manual 
located at https://seniorsski.com/biking/biking-manuals/
Paper copies of the RMSSC Bike Manual are available 
at the first assembly.

See you soon.

       
  Darryl Reimche
  Cycling Coordinator

 

Spring Dinner
Wednesday, May 18, 2016
German Canadian Cultural Centre

Cash Bar 5:00 p.m.    
Dinner 6:00 p.m.  
$25 per person       

Guests are welcome

Tickets available by sending a cheque payable to RMSSC to Sylvia Moysa (mailing 
address sent in an e-mail early in April), or check your Club members directory.

DEADLINE for tickets -  May 13th

https://seniorsski.com/biking/biking-manuals/
https://seniorsski.com/biking/biking-manuals/
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Treasurer’s Update
o The Treasurer presented the 2015-2016 Financial Statements at this year’s Annual General Meeting.

o Once again the Club has had a successful year.
o Ski tours were very close to the objective of breaking even; with an overall surplus of only 

$870.00.
o The Club remains in a sound financial position.

o The Cancellation Fund, which provides reimbursements to members who are required to cancel 
their participation in a Club activity when the funds cannot be recovered, remains fully funded.

o The Event Reserve Fund, which provides funds for deposits on future events and is available to 
cover unexpected major losses from Club events, is also fully funded.

o The Annual General Meeting, Membership Fees and the Executive Budget
o At the Annual General Meeting, the membership set the membership fee at $25.00 for members 

under the age of 80, $20.00 for members 80 years of age or older with less than 5 years continuous 
membership, and waived the fee for members 80 years of age, with five years of continuous 
membership.

o The membership also approved the Executive Budget.
o Club Executive Budget

o The Club membership revenue continues to climb as we attract more members.
o Unfortunately, Club expenses also continue to climb.
o For example:

§ Since 2012-2013, the Club has experienced a major increase for our Membership Accident 
Insurance.

§ Events at Snow Valley are popular and, largely due to increased numbers of attendees, 
costs for these events have risen.

o Ski Tours
o Ski tour revenues and expenses, and the average cost of a ski tour, were about the same as in 

2014-2015.
o Kudus to the Tour Coordinators for keeping costs in control.
o Thanks as well to the many Tour Hosts who made the Treasurer’s job simple with good and timely 

record keeping.
o Social Events

o In 2015-2016, the Executive continued to return surplus funds to the membership by subsidizing 
our Social Events.

o Total subsidies were about the same as in the previous three years, at about $2,700/ year.
o Like the Sunday and Wednesday dinners on ski tours, costs for the Club social events have risen.
o The Social Coordinators have made the Treasurer’s job easy with timely and accurate record 

keeping.
o Club Operating Surpluses

o In 2012-2013, the Club surplus was about $5,300, or about $11.00/member.
o In 2015-2013, the Club surplus was about $1,100, or about $1.92/member.
o We again get closer to being a break-even not-for-profit organization.

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Jim Vine
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Past-Treasurer
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Calendar
May 2 - September 19
Golf Season 

May 3 -  October 4
Bike Season

May 18, 2016
Spring Dinner

June 20 - 23, 2016 
Canmore Cycle Trip 

September  2016
Annual RMSSC Golf Tournament

October 2016
Club Registration and Information Day

November, 2016
Fall Dinner

December, 2016
Welcome to Winter, New Members Day

The Executive members of the Rocky Mountain Seniors Ski Club can be reached at the 
following e-mail addresses. 

Executive Contact Information

Posi%on	 Name	 Email	
President	 Jim	Vine president@seniorsski.com
Past	President	 Doug	Knight pastpres@seniorsski.com
Vice	President Jim	Vine vicepres@seniorsski.com
Secretary	 Wendy	Saunders	 secretary@seniorsski.com
Treasurer	 Alan	Lister treas@seniorsski.com
Communica%ons	 Bob	Rose	 communica%ons@seniorsski.com
Membership	 Art	Robinson	 info@seniorsski.com
NewsleKer	Editor	 Don	Blackwell	 newsleKer@seniorsski.com
Social	 Sylvia	Moysa

Judy	Anderson social@seniorsski.com

Special	Ac%vi%es	 Richard	Barham
Darryl	Reimche ac%vi%es@seniorsski.com

Tours	 Ian	Kupchenko
Bernice	Gordeyko tours@seniorsski.com

Webmaster	 Tony	Holtner	 webmaster@seniorsski.com
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