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President’s Reflections
The Executive is well qualified to speak about 
membership, ski tours, special activities and social 
events.  This leaves little, thank goodness, for the 
President to say.  Accordingly, in each newsletter, I 
would like to feature a member’s experiences or 
careers that you may not have heard about.

This month, I thought you might be interested to read 
about the experiences of Kris Fisher from Anzac, who 
was affected by the wildfire that struck Fort 
McMurray and its surrounding area.  Kris’ claim to 
fame, apart from his cheery disposition, is his 
cheesecake, which he brings to our Jasper ski tours.

On May 1, the wildfire started southwest of Fort 
McMurray, quickly growing in size and power.  On 
May 3, the Province announced a mandatory 
evacuation of the city.  Kris’ son and family live in 
Fort Mac and decided to head north to one of the 
camps.  However, owning a cat and the camps being 
pet-free, they had to turn around, battle their way 
through burning Fort McMurray, and head for “Mom 
and Dad’s house” in Anzac.

By the evening of May 3, Kris and Kathy had two 
dogs, a cat and a turtle along with several families 
forced from their homes in Fort McMurray and area 
staying with them.  One day later, at 9:50 at night, it 
was their turn to be told that they all had to leave.

They left with two 
suitcases.  What to 
take?  With little time 
to think, they took 
some clothes, their 
passports and some 
other important 
papers, but of course, 
in the rush, left behind 
some things they later 
regretted leaving.

Driving away, they 
drove along the south 
side of Lake Gregoire.  
A red glow across the 
lake showed just how 
close the fire was, only about 5 kilometres from 
Anzac!

They began to fear for their house and their 
belongings as they made their escape.  The bush to the 
northeast of their house was only about 125 feet away 
and they knew that the fire had leapt a much greater 
gap across the Athabasca River.  Their house was 
made of cedar siding; the front and back decks are of 
the same material.  Just what the fire needed for fuel.

Driving south, they also began to wonder where they 
would stay.  Sleeping in the truck was becoming a 
greater possibility as they followed the mass of people 
fleeing south on highway 63.  The pace was slow and 
tedious.  Then their cell phone rang and it was an old 
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Skis’n Tees, Friday, May 27
This year, Snow Valley’s Golf Tournament, Skis’n Tees, was held on Friday, May 27, at Jagare Ridge Golf 
Course. Thanks to the following Club members who volunteered to make this fundraiser a success: Al Burkin, 
Annette Murray, Archie Childs, Coryne Kermay, Donnie Mandigo, Hank Koster Ilene Larson, Judy Mackay, Ken 
Godbeer, Marlene Hamdon, Mike Tansey, Peter Arabchuk, Richard Larson, Robert Kansky, Ross Bradford, Russ 
Ingram, Tom Budd, and Bob Holzer. The tournament raised $14,500 for Snow Valley’s Community Initiative 
Program – a program that gives back to the community by providing skiing experiences to youth and families who 
otherwise would not be able to experience and enjoy skiing. Special thanks to Bob Holzer for helping to recruit 
volunteers. 

Membership 2016-2017
Membership applications forms will be available on the Club’s website, www.seniorsski.com, in September. The 
Club’s Registration and Information day will be scheduled in October. 

E-mail updates
Please make sure that if you change your e-mail address, you alert Art Robinson in membership so that he can 
make the necessary changes to our distribution lists. 

       Art Robinson, Membership

neighbour now living in Legal.  “Do you need a place 
to stay?  Please come and stay with us.”  Prayers had 
been answered and after a long and exhausting drive, 
they arrived.  Kris and Kathy stayed there for a few 
nights and eventually relocated with other friends to 
Hubble Lake for the rest of the evacuation period.

After days of worry, they learned that the fire had 
moved on and their house was intact.  Fire fighters had 
pushed the forest back, but the remaining trees were 
burned or covered in fire retardant.  The fire had come 
close, the downspouts were full of burned pine 
needles, but they, and their neighbours, still had homes 
to return to.  

They were allowed to move back on June 1, however, 
their house was not habitable.  Smoke residue was 
everywhere, on the walls, in the clothes and linens.  
Their fridge and freezer, like all the other in Fort 
McMurray, were ruined with the power being turned 
off and the food rotting.  Water would be several days 
before being clean and drinkable.  Kathy stayed at 
Hubble Lake and Kris made the necessary 
arrangements with the insurance adjusters.

Water is piped to Anzac from the city but not directly 
to the houses.  Trucks deliver the water to each house 
and each house has a large storage tank.  Fire crews 
used the water in these tanks to battle the fires.  When 

the power was restored, the pumps restarted.  
However, the tanks were dry; consequently, the pump 
motors burned out.  A small price to pay for saving the 
homes!

A crew arrived to clean their house of the smoke.  
Another crew arrived and took 42 bags of clothes and 
linens to Calgary for cleaning.  Kris bought a new 
fridge and freezer while in Edmonton but stated that 
the Brick and Sears had oodles of them for sale at 
great prices.  Slowly, the house came back to being 
habitable.

They finally moved home the weekend of June 25th.  
Kris will remember for the rest of his life the smoke 
and fire they witnessed leaving, the worrying about 
where to stay, the phone call from a ex-neighbour 
offering a place to stay, and the relief of learning their 
house was safe.  And in his ever-cheerful fashion, 
insisted that the last sentence I write state:

“Members can be assured that I will be skiing Jasper 
in January and will be bringing cheesecake.”  Alberta’s 
sprit lives on.

Jim Vine, President

Membership

http://www.seniorsski.com
http://www.seniorsski.com
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Special Activities
Golf Report
We are into the 6th week of Monday morning golf and having fun, making friends, and getting our fitness for the 
day.  There’s a variety of golf experience, ability  and room for everyone.  Most golfers walk the 9 holes, but you 
are also welcome to rent a golf cart and potentially share the expense with a golf partner.

Ninety-seven club members signed up for the email notices of play and about 40 come out each Monday.  So far 
the weather has been perfect, mid 20’s – only one rain-out.

Play is alternated between north & south of Edmonton:  Deer Meadows, Coyote Crossing, Hunters Green, and 
Countryside are the chosen golf courses.

Lorne Woynarowich and Clare Radis have planned a year-end tournament for Sept 14th at Edmonton Springs Golf 
Course.

Details and registration forms are on The Club website at https://seniorsski.com/golf/golf-tournament/

         Karol Muir, Golf Coordinator

Cycling Season Is Well Underway
What are some of the cycling 
numbers? 277 members signed up 
for the twice weekly riding 
schedule this year with a turn out 
on most days of 80 to 130 riders.  
And thanks to the many 
volunteers who have offered to 
lead rides or sweep the rides, we 
have been able to offer a 
minimum of 8 different riding 
groups for each of the 14 riding 
days to June 16.  Thanks to Rob 
Fenton, Susan Hall, John Zurbrigg 
and Gerry Woolnough for serving 
as monthly cycle coordinators.   

Bike Again Course 
The Club offered this course to 24 
members and they all graduated 
with honors. Thanks to Harold 
Knopke for his many efforts.

Ride Leaders Needed
This summer, we will offer, in total, 360 group rides which means we need 360 ride leaders (May 3 to October 4). 
Thinking of serving as a ride leader? Talk with a leader. Celeste Zurbrigg has kindly offered to mentor anyone 
considering the role of a ride leader. So when you are asked by the smiling monthly coordinators (listed below) or 

Another happy crew of RMSSC folks 
terrorizing the neighbourhoods of 

Edmonton and area

https://seniorsski.com/golf/golf-tournament/
https://seniorsski.com/golf/golf-tournament/
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the cycle coordinator, please say “YES, I WILL LEAD 
A RIDE.”   OR send an email to 
activities@seniorsski.com with a cc to the appropriate 
monthly cycle coordinator listed below.   Please indicate 
where, when and what colour group you are willing to 
lead. Just check the summer start location and date sent 
to your e-mail address each month.

Monthly Coordinators
July 14 to 28 - Gerry Woolnough 
   gerryw2002@hotmail.com
August - Mike Tansey
   mike.tansey@gmail.com 
September/Oct – Tom Middleton
   middlet3@shaw.ca

And we have RMSSC cycle route maps on our website 
https://seniorsski.com/biking/cycle-routes-mapping-
initiative/ and tips for leaders https://
seniorsski.files.wordpress.com/2014/04/guidelines-for-
leaders-v2014.pdf

Cycle Safely
Our goal - We will ride collectively an estimated total of 
113,000 accident-free kilometers in the summer of 2016.    
Cycling in a RMSSC group demands etiquette of 
awareness and mutual support. And this includes using 
hand signals and selecting a colour group with a pace 
that best serves your bicycle, abilities and fitness level.  
Please ride the appropriate bike for the terrain.  A road 
bike with skinny tires is simply not workable for our 
rides.  Why? Too many steep hills and road bikes are not 
geared for those hills nor are the skinny tires workable 
on the gravel paths. And the proper bike for the proper 
terrain puts a smile on your face!

RMSSC Bike Manual – please review the bike manual 
located at https://seniorsski.com/biking/biking-manuals/

Darryl Reimche, Special Activities Coordinator

Stay Connected
Did you know that you could receive an e-mail each time there is an update to the club website? By 
simply clicking on the black “Follow” button in the bottom right corner of the “Home” page you can 
register your e-mail and be informed immediately of an update to the website. Each time a new post is 
added, photos of club events are uploaded or whenever a newsletter is available, members who have 
registered will receive a personal alert to their mailbox. We don’t actually have a plethora of entries on a 
regular basis so it is unlikely that this addition will fill your mailbox, but go ahead and try it. You can 
remove yourself from the list at any time if you find that you are getting “too much” information. To stay 
connected, go to http://seniorsski.com/, to register.

Blog and Bulletin Board
Members are also invited to use the Bulletin Board to post messages that would be of interest to other members of
the Club. Please see the "Bulletin Board" description on page 2 of the "Communications Policy" for complete
details on the use of the Bulletin Board.
         Tony Holtner, Web Master

mailto:activities@seniorsski.com
mailto:activities@seniorsski.com
mailto:gerryw2002@hotmail.com
mailto:gerryw2002@hotmail.com
mailto:mike.tansey@gmail.com
mailto:mike.tansey@gmail.com
mailto:middlet3@shaw.ca
mailto:middlet3@shaw.ca
https://seniorsski.com/biking/cycle-routes-mapping-initiative/
https://seniorsski.com/biking/cycle-routes-mapping-initiative/
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http://seniorsski.com
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Summer Barbecue
Wednesday, July 20, 2016 

Woodvale Community Facility (Millwoods)
4540 – 50 Street

Cash Bar 4:30 p.m.    
Dinner 5:30 p.m.  
$25 per person       

Guests are Welcome

Tickets available at biking or by sending a cheque payable to RMSSC 
to 

Sylvia Moysa 
(address in e-mail)

DEADLINE for tickets:  July 15, 2016

If you purchase a ticket and are unable to attend, refunds are possible 
up to July 14th.

Spring Dinner
Our Spring Dinner was held at the German Canadian Culture Club on May 18th.  This year’s attendance at 206 
represents a 30% increase over that of 2015.  

Although most people attend these functions for the great opportunity to socialize with one another, food is 
important!  The lighter fare and more limited menu, chosen for springtime and to contain costs, was perhaps a bit 
disappointing to some people.  Also, the German Club made some major changes in staff personnel shortly before 
our event.  We are having follow-up discussions with them to see if we can get back to the excellent fare and 
service that we have enjoyed in the past.   Stay tuned!

       Sylvia Moysa and Judy Anderson, Social



ROCKY MOUNTAIN SENIORS SKI CLUB JULY 1, 2016

  PAGE 6

Calendar
May 2 - September 19
Golf Season 

May 3 -  October 4
Bike Season

July 20, 2016
Summer Barbecue, Millwoods Golf Course, Woodvale 
Community Hall  

September 14,  2016
Annual RMSSC Golf Tournament

October  4 - 2016
Wrap up Bike Luncheon, Location TBD

October 19, 2016
3- 7 pm, Club Registration and Information Day, Snow Valley 

November, 2016
Fall Dinner

December 6,  2016
Welcome to Winter, Snow Valley

February 7, 2016
New Members Day, Snow Valley

The Executive members of the Rocky Mountain Seniors Ski Club can be reached at the 
following e-mail addresses. 

Executive Contact Information

Posi%on	 Name	 Email	
President	 Jim	Vine president@seniorsski.com
Past	President	 Doug	Knight pastpres@seniorsski.com
Secretary	 Wendy	Saunders	 secretary@seniorsski.com
Treasurer	 Alan	Lister treas@seniorsski.com
Communica%ons	 Bob	Rose	 communica%ons@seniorsski.com
Membership	 Art	Robinson	 info@seniorsski.com
NewsleJer	Editor	 Don	Blackwell	 newsleJer@seniorsski.com
Social	 Sylvia	Moysa

Judy	Anderson social@seniorsski.com

Special	Ac%vi%es	 Richard	Barham
Darryl	Reimche ac%vi%es@seniorsski.com

Tours	 Ian	Kupchenko
Bernice	Gordeyko tours@seniorsski.com

Webmaster	 Tony	Holtner	 webmaster@seniorsski.com


