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President’s Reflections
This month, I thought I would feature a Kiwi, Hamish Rankin.  Many 
of you who have been with the Club from its days as part of the 
Calgary based Seniors Alpine Club, of course, know Hamish.  Some 
of the younger skiers, bikers, and golfers will wonder, "Who is 
Hamish Rankin?".
Hamish (Hamish is from the Scottish Gaelic and is the equivalent of 
James, a great name!) was born in Dunedin, New Zealand.  Suffice to 
say, he was born sometime before WW2 on September 29.
He related to me that he first tried skiing in 1944.  Of course, in those 
days there was no such thing as quick-release bindings or metal edges 
(I am sure some of you reading this can relate, but I can't).  So, with 
big wide wooden boards strapped onto his farm boots, it was his first 
experience on skis.
As a young man in 1952, Hamish set out to see the world landing in 
the UK.  He spent time in England and Scotland and then a "Swedish 
mate" asked if he would help on his father's dairy farm in Sweden.  
After six months in Sweden, he left for Canada in 1954.  After a brief 
stay, he returned to New Zealand.
In 1958, Hamish returned, settling in Frobisher Bay (now Iqaluit, the 
capital of Nunavut) and there in 1961 married his wife Esther.  Their 
life in Frobisher Bay must have been interesting, since Hamish had a 
40 ft x 8 ft trailer shipped in to become their home.  After testing their 
commitment to each other in such cramped corners for three years, 
Hamish and Esther returned to New Zealand where they lived for 5 
years.  When they returned, they lived in Resolute Bay, one of 
Canada's most northerly communities and an apt name for a resolute 
couple.  In 1973, they finally moved south, settling in St. Albert.
Travelling with the school kids on various trips, found Hamish at Lake Eden, watching the kids ski.  On a whim, 
Hamish rented skis and re-discovered one of the outdoor joys of his life.  In 1989, he learned about the Calgary 
Seniors Alpine Club and started skiing with them, because it was a "cheap way to enjoy the sport".
At the beginning of the 1999-2000 season, Edmonton members of the Seniors Alpine Club felt that they should 
become more formally organized.  Hamish, along with others, volunteered to form an executive to operate until an 
AGM was held at the end of the season. At the May, 2000 AGM this group formed the first elected Executive.  
During the 1999-2000 and 2000-2001 ski seasons, Hamish served on the Executive as one of the Social 
Coordinators.  This event, of course, eventually led to the creation of our own Club in 2008.  And he has been a 
tour host on several tours.
Hamish has not only been an avid skier, he has made the most of our great Canadian outdoors.  Involvement with 
his children in scouting drew him to back-packing.  He has hiked various trails in the Rockies, and points west, 
even as far "west" as the Routeburn Track, in Fiordland, on the west coast of New Zealand.

SKI TRACKS
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Membership Renewal
The new membership year begins November 1. 
Planning for the 2016-17 year is underway and the 
year promises to be full and exciting. 
The membership fee of $25 will extend your 
membership to October 31, 2017. The fee is $20 for 
those 80 and older as of December 31, 2016.

Membership fees are waived for those members 80 
and older who have been members continuously for 
the previous 5 years. For the 2016-17 year, the 
member must have been a member every year since 
2011-12 to be eligible for waived fees.

Members can visit the Club website, 
www.seniorsski.com, to download and print the 
Application for Membership. The form is found under 
Membership. Click on Join Us. Share this information 
with friends who have expressed an interest in joining 
our Club.

Members who do not have internet access will receive 
the application form by mail. 
Mail your form early so we can have membership 
cards ready for the Registration and Information 
Session on October 19. Members unable to attend that 
day will receive their membership card by mail after 
October 19.

Registration and Information Session
The Club will be holding its Registration and 
Information Session on Wednesday, October 19, from 
3 to 7 p.m. in the Lodge at Snow Valley. Information 

about the activities planned for the coming winter 
season will be available including 2016-17 ski tours 
and on-hill ski programs at Snow Valley.

The session will also provide an opportunity for you to 
pick up your 2016-17 membership card, purchase your 
Fall Dinner tickets, purchase a season pass for Snow 
Valley. The Snow Valley season pass, $79, gives you 
discounts on accommodation and lift passes at other 
ski resorts. Bring your ski friends with you. After 
seeing the plans for Club activities for the winter, they 
will want to join us!

Become a Club Buddy
Club Buddies play an important and rewarding role in 
our Club. They help welcome new members to 
become familiar with the Club. They also help new 
members meet other members. They are always ready 
to answer questions and to encourage new members to 
participate in Club activities. If you are interested in 
becoming a Club Buddy for a new member, please 
contact Art Robinson at info@seniorsski.com . You 
will be helping build our community. If you are a new 
member, and would like to be contacted by a Club 
Buddy, contact Art at 
info@seniorsski.com.     
  
       
  Art Robinson, Membership

In 1999, he completed his first hike of the Chilkoot 
Trail.  He was drawn to the Chilkoot Trail due to the 
physical challenges faced by the many men, women 
and, apparently, children who, starting in 1897, hiked 
the trail seeking wealth and fortune during the 
Klondike gold rush.  Remember, this is well before the 
invention of Gore-Tex and all had to bring a year's 
supply of food and goods (about a ton!) to last a year 
in the harsh Canadian north.

In 2000, he, along with several Club 
members completed the West Coast Trail, on 
Vancouver Island.  In 2001, he did a second 
hike of the Chilkoot Trail, again with several 
Club members.  Feeling his oats, in 2004, he 
again hiked the Chilkoot Trail, and again in 
2010 and 2013 (for those keeping track, that's 
five times!).  I understand that Hamish is the 
oldest male to hike the Chilkoot.

Hamish is now retired from back-packing but I look 
forward to seeing him on the ski hill and both Esther 
and Hamish at our socials.  Hamish did attend the 
Jasper in January tour last year and he is a regular at 
Snow Valley.  If you see him, drop by and say hello.

Jim Vine, President

Membership

http://www.seniorsski.com
http://www.seniorsski.com
mailto:info@seniorsski.com
mailto:info@seniorsski.com
mailto:info@seniorsski.com
mailto:info@seniorsski.com
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Special Activities
Leduc Special Evening Ride 
August 8
A brave group challenged the rain 
clouded skies surrounding Leduc for 
an enjoyable evening of the trail riding.  
Great fun was had by all and the sunset  
was fabulous.  It seems cold beer still 
tastes great after a good ride even 
when you are a little bit wet!  

      Thanks to Celeste and John Zurbrigg for organizing this event.

Elk Island Ride or Robbie's Excellent Adventure
An appreciative group of club members met in warm 
sunshine for a spirited road ride on Friday, August 12, 
through the Park and, for the road bikes, down the hill to 
Lamont for coffee. Robbie even arranged for the some 
shaggy resident Bison to greet our group at the mid point. 
The ride was followed by an enjoyable B.Y.O. group 
picnic. Thanks to Robbie for running the chase van and 

carrying extra water bottles although his threats of random 
drug tests to check for steroid use was less well received by both the Bison and 
RMSSC members.	 	 	 P.S. The Bison wasn't really an inflatable!

Canmore Cycle Trip June 20-23
A section of surprise road construction on highway 1 delayed the early arrival of many, 
but co-host Rob Edmunds led a happy group for an orientation ride of Canmore. The 
Mystics Springs Chalets welcomed many of our group and Three Sisters Legion served as 
our host facility for the Welcome Dinner for our group of 53 members and one guest. A 
brief meeting of the group finalized the ride route options and meeting locations. 
This was followed by a spirited 
games night activity with dubious 
team names such as the Canmore 
Cruisers.  It appears members 
embraced the 5 main activities 
challenging their skills at 
calculating probability, dart 
throwing, billiard ball placement, 
and hackie sack.  The finale event 
was a team game of "cheesy darts 
relay". The "pitcher" took a 
cheesy from his runner team 
mates before throwing the cheesy 

at the shaving cream covered head of his team mate, 
"catcher". The team that delivered, in a limited time, the 
most cheeses to the sticky head of the catcher was declared 
the winner. Certain members were seen sabotaging their team mates by eating the cheesy projectiles thereby 
reducing the number available to their pitcher. I guess we did not feed them enough at dinner. The winning team 
was presented with both a trophy and bragging rights by co-host Darryl Reimche. 
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Tuesday morning brought both smiling faces and thunder clouds but the smiling 
faces chased the rain clouds away so the various groups could complete their 
rides - some on the Goat Creek trail, some on newer routes in Banff and, for the 
first time, a road ride up the old Banff coach road to Johnson's Canyon. The 
weather gods, grizzly bears and Kananaskis treated us well on Wednesday as did 
Canmore on Thursday.  In total, 26 members stepped forward and volunteered to 
lead. Special thanks to our many volunteers.

RMSSC Canmore cycle trip 2017 will be hosted by Lynn Skillen, Marjorie 
Anderson with assistance from Jim Spalding.  The Welcome Dinner is slated for 
June 19, 2017.  Look for more information in early spring 2017
Darryl Reimche, Special Activities Coordinator, Cycling

Biking Luncheon

Tuesday, October 4, 2016
Festival Place

Sherwood Park
Cash Bar 11:30 a.m, Lunch 12:30 p.m. $20 per person       

Guests are welcome
Tickets available at biking 

“Sylvia Moysa, Judy Anderson or Bonnie Burn”
 or by sending a cheque payable to RMSSC to

 Judy Anderson (address to follow in e-mail)

DEADLINE for tickets:  Sept 29, 2016
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Ski tours for 2016-2017 are all now confirmed and awaiting a good snowfall. Please notice that there have been two 
additional tours added to this year’s program, due to popular demand. All our tour hosts have been confirmed as 
well,  thank you to all our members who have put their names forward for this very important aspect of our tours. 

Registration forms will be available at our Club Registration and Information Day at Snow Valley on October 19, 
from 3- 7 p.m. Please plan to attend. 

Ski Tours 2016-17 -  9 Tours in Total !

2016
December  11- 14  Sunshine  

2017
January 8 - 13   Sun Peaks 1
January 15 - 20    Sun Peaks 2
January 22 – 27   Sun Peaks 3
January 29 – February 2  Ski Improvement in Marmot 
February 12 – 17  Kimberley 
February 26 – March 3  Silver Star 
March 12 – 16   Lake Louise 
March 19 -23   Marmot
 

Ian Kupchenko and Bernice Gordeyko
Ski Tour Coordinators

Tour Coordinator’s Report
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Executive Contact Information
Posi%on	 Name	 Email	
President	 Jim	Vine president@seniorsski.com
Past	President	 Doug	Knight pastpres@seniorsski.com
Secretary	 Wendy	Saunders	 secretary@seniorsski.com
Treasurer	 Alan	Lister treas@seniorsski.com
Communica%ons	 Bob	Rose	 communica%ons@seniorsski.c

om
Membership	 Art	Robinson	 info@seniorsski.com
NewsleJer	Editor	Don	Blackwell	 newsleJer@seniorsski.com
Social	 Sylvia	Moysa

Judy	Anderson social@seniorsski.com

Special	Ac%vi%es	 Richard	Barham
Darryl	Reimche ac%vi%es@seniorsski.com

Tours	 Ian	Kupchenko
Bernice	
Gordeyko

tours@seniorsski.com

Webmaster	 Tony	Holtner	 webmaster@seniorsski.com

Who are we when we’re not at home?
Going for a bike ride, walk, run, snow shoeing, skiing or other activity either with a group or by yourself?  If you 
were involved in an incident or health event, would the people who are in the vicinity know who you are and 
who to call for help or notification?
I have considered these questions on several occasions – even when I am traveling abroad.
This is not a plug for any one company, but it is a reminder that having some form of personal ID on our body 
may be the difference between life and death or at least critical care in some cases.  It was brought home to me 
recently in my own neighbourhood.  A little girl, who was out riding her bike by herself, was hit by a car.  And no 
one who saw it happen knew who she was, where she lived or who her parents were.  And that could be any of 
us. I travel light when I am riding or skiing.
Through the Running Room or on-line, I found a company that provides ID bracelets that you can customize 
with all your contact information should someone need to get hold of an emergency contact immediately.  I had 
my bracelet customized with my name, city I live in, names and phone numbers of my children and my Alberta 
Health Care number. It gives me peace of mind knowing that if I am unconscious or unable to communicate, 
someone else knows my important information.  This little 
bracelet also saves time in an emergency room.  My secret 
“safety” item is called “Road ID”.  It comes in several models 
and colors and can be worn any time I want to be sure people 
know who I am.  I don’t ride without it anymore.  
This is a plug for safety.  Check out this website www.roadid.com 
or others if this is something that concerns you too!
Submitted by Wendy Saunders, Secretary

Calendar
May 2 - 
September 19
Golf Season 

May 3 -  
October 4
Bike Season 

September 
14,  2016
Annual RMSSC 
Golf Tournament 
at Edmonton 
Springs

October  4 - 
2016
Cycling 
Luncheon, Festival 
Place, Sherwood 
Park

October 19, 
2016
Club Registration 
and Information 
Day, Snow Valley, 
3- 7 pm. 

November, 
2016
Fall Dinner

December 6,  
2016
Welcome to 
Winter, Snow 
Valley

February 7, 
2016
New Members 
Day, Snow Valley

http://www.roadid.com
http://www.roadid.com

