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President’s Notes
We are now about halfway through the 2016-2017 ski 
season.  I hope that you are enjoying some times at 
Snow Valley and for those who have been on tours to 
date, I hope you have had as much fun as I have.
The Club now has 615 members.  Of these, 110 are 
new members.  What attracts 110 new members to our 
Club?  I am assuming that like me, you joined 
primarily because you like to ski.  Your friends have 
told you about the ski tours we organize and perhaps 
more importantly, the camaraderie that leads to 
developing new friendships.  What has made this Club 
so successful?
The Club is a welcoming organization.  We are all 55 
years of age or older; but more importantly, we enjoy 
socializing, being with individuals of like interests, 
and we have a passion for being active and fit.
The Club is entirely supported by volunteers.  
Members of the Executive are all volunteers.  The Ski 
Tour Coordinators, Social Activities Coordinators, 
Special Activities Coordinators and the rest are 
volunteers.  They all give their time and energies to 
make the Club the success it is today.  Their efforts are 
not just because they believe in the Club and its 
Objectives;  they have also learned that by 
volunteering to make the Club a success, they also get 
to meet and create new friendships with people that 
they would not otherwise ever meet.
Our members come from a wide variety of 
backgrounds;  each with their own interesting stories 
and backgrounds.  As Club president, it has been my 
pleasure to have highlighted several of our members in 
our monthly newsletters and I intend to continue to do 
that.  Why?
I joined the Club somewhat reluctantly.  Why would I 
want to join a Club and ski with a bunch of "old 
people".  Not realizing of course that when I joined, I 
was an "old person" myself?  I joined and quickly 
learned that these "old people" are energized and could 
really ski.  Going on ski tours and being a Ski Tour 
Host introduced me to many members and I have 
enjoyed learning about their backgrounds.  And telling 
their stories builds on the camaraderie of the Club.

What is a Tour Host?  Ski tours are organized by the 
Executive's Ski Tour Coordinators.  The annual bike 
tour is organized by the Special Activities 
Coordinators.  After they have completed their 
organizing, Tour Hosts are the front-line volunteers 
that work with the Coordinators and are the key 
ingredients to the successes of our ski tours, the annual 
bike tour to Canmore, and the annual golf tournament.  
Club Coordinators and other Club members provide 
additional assistance and mentoring as needed to 
support the efforts of our invaluable Hosts.
Because we are primarily a ski club, I want to first 
introduce you to the role of a Ski Tour Host.

In the spring, the Ski Tour Coordinators conduct a 
survey to see where the members would like to ski for 
the coming year.  Once the dates and destinations are 
agreed, they then work with the ski hills to settle prices 
for accommodations, lift tickets, and for the Jasper in 
January tour, ski lessons.  They also arrange contracts 
for the buses.  Coordinators then finalize a manual 
providing the details for each tour.  This becomes the 
"Ski Tour Hosts Manual".
The Manual spells out the details of the Tour.

•  when members can apply to attend a tour.
•  the contacts at the ski hill and (where applicable) 

the bus company).
•  the paper forms used to keep track of applications 

and cheques submitted (although in today's age, 
most Tour Hosts now use a spreadsheet). 

•  other details needed for the Tour to succeed.  For 
example, the manual provides information about 
how much to tip the bus driver, should a bus be 
involved in the tour.

SKI TRACKS
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New Members Day
On Tuesday, February 7, 2017, come ski at Snow 
Valley. Lifts open at 9:00 am with a coffee break at 
10:30 upstairs in the lodge. Coffee and refreshments 
will be complimentary. Meet some new Club members 

and share your ski adventures. Remember to wear your 
badge. New members have a green smiley face on 
their badge. 

  Art Robinson, Membership

Tour Hosts collect the tour applications forms and 
cheques, and when directed (by the Tour Hosts 
Manual), they deposit the cheques in the Club's bank 
account, and finalize details with the hill and hotel 
(e.g. numbers of rooms, who is rooming with whom, 
and numbers of lift tickets needed).
Tour Hosts get to know the names of members and 
then, when the Tour actually takes place; a face to 
attach to the name.  Importantly, Tour Hosts are 
guaranteed to go on the tour!  No other members, 
including the members of the Executive, have this 
guarantee.
In the summer months, the Club organizes bi-weekly 
rides.  Our rides are extremely popular often attracting 
over 100 cyclists each day.  With concerns about 
member safety, we endeavour to arrange the riders into 
groups of 15 or less and these groups into "green", 
"blue" or "black" groups.  Each group has a "Group 
Ride Leader" that has selected a predetermined route 
at a level appropriate for that group.  Green riders tend 
to cycle at the most relaxed rate. Blue riders cycle at a 
faster rate, stopping occasionally to smell the roses and 
admire the scenery. Black riders tend to cycle the 
fastest, enjoy the challenge of hills, and go the 
furthest.

Group Ride Leaders are essential for our biking 
program to succeed.  With the growth in membership, 
and the fact that there are no limitations on members 
showing up to bike, there is often a need for more 

Group Ride Leaders.  To help Leaders in selecting a 
route; the Club has created a number of suggested 
routes which are available through the Club website.  
Note that these are suggested routes since the 
conditions and terrain may have changed since the 
routes were uploaded.
Volunteering as a Ski Tour Host or a Group Ride 
Leader is not only essential for the smooth operation 
of the Club, it is a great way to find people with 
similar interests and perhaps establish new friendships.  
These friendships can lead to other adventures and 
experiences. I know that several Club members, have 
independently of the Club, organized a variety of trips 
to Europe and Cuba where they have biked and 
experienced the sights and sounds of different cultures 
and languages.  Others have travelled to Holland in the 
spring to see the great expanses of flowers bloom.
The biking season will soon be upon us and I 
encourage you to volunteer as a Group Ride Leader.  
In the spring, the Tour Coordinators will finalize the 
ski tours for the 2017-2018 ski season.  I hope you will 
come forward and be a Tour Host.  Not only will you 
be helping the Club but you will have some fun, 
perhaps learn some new tools and get to know your 
fellow members better. It worked for me!
I look forward to seeing you skiing, biking and 
golfing.
   Jim Vine
   President

Membership



ROCKY MOUNTAIN SENIORS SKI CLUB FEBRUARY 1, 2017

PAGE 3

Sun Peaks One, January 8 - 13th  

Arriving at the hotel produced the usual beehive of 
activity—unloading of the bus, search for one’s skis, 
boot bag and personal bag, registration and the crush 
of getting skis safely stowed, we descended upon the 
Cahilty Bar and Grill for our Welcome Dinner.  Kelly 
Dye and his staff did not disappoint with a great pasta 
supper and dessert.  Anticipating a dump of snow 
overnight, Club Members were treated to advice from 
Jim Vine, current President, about the expected 
conduct of Club members on Monday in the powder 
snow anticipated for Monday morning.  In short, it 
was that every skier was expected to maximize the day 
and enjoy the powder. 
Monday arrived with the anticipated powder snow, 
plus temperatures just a bit south of   -25.   Following 

President Vine’s direction, many of the Club's 84 
members on the tour were in the lift line-up waiting 
well before the lifts were operating.  From the wide 
smiles and expressions of delight, Monday and the 
powder snow was much appreciated.
 

Our weather slowly but steadily improved over the 
week—one Club member was overhead to remark “I 
brought lots of clothing options this week, but I didn't 
think the option I would choose would be wearing all 
the options at the same time!”	  Thankfully gradual 
warming continued until Thursday when we had a 
spectacular day--bright sun under a cloudless cobalt 
blue sky.  The snow ghosts at the top of the Crystal 
Bowl were truly beautiful.
 

Our journey home produced an adventure in eating.  
Upon arrival at Don’s Social House we learned that 
the facility heater was not working, but that they had 
set out all of their space heaters.  Because there was 
too much space and too few heaters, we adapted by 
eating lunch in our ski jackets, toques and gloves.
 

Thanks to everyone on Sun Peaks One for making the 
trip so enjoyable.

Tour Coordinators Bernice Gordeyko and Ian 
Kupchenko would like to give a warm shoutout to 
Sun Peaks One Tour Host: Kerry Hart, Allan 
Lefever  and Terry Legaarden for a well managed 
trip. 

Ski Tours 2017
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Sun Peaks Two, January 15 - 20th 
As usual, the beginning of this Sun Peaks Ski Tour bus 
trip seemed a little surreal as 54 excited bus riders 
waited for the Brewster bus in a secluded part of the 
dark, cold Mill Woods Golf Course parking lot as 
early as 6 am on a Sunday morning. But, with the 
expert help of our driver and experienced club 
members, the bus was quickly packed, we were away 
on time and many could go back to sleep until the sun 
came up 2 hours later.  
At the welcome dinner that night we were joined by 
another 23 tour participants who had not travelled on 
the bus. The noise level in the Cahilty Creek Bar and 
Grill, filled almost to capacity, swelled as the tired 
travelers were revived by `comfort food’ and 
beverages. Participants reconnected with old friends, 
met new ones, and made ski plans for the next day. 
We were pleased to introduce 11 new members that 
first night. Wednesday night’s dinner in the Cahilty 
Creek was equally as boisterous, as happy skiers 
shared their triumphs and challenges on the slopes. 
We were well treated by the Cahilty staff both nights 
with good food and service. 
This tour was blessed with moderate weather and 
good snow conditions. A small amount of new snow 
each night made for great ski conditions. It was even 
better later in the week when the sun shone, making 
the resort seem even more beautiful. With 11 lifts and 
122 runs, Sun Peaks is the second largest ski resort in 
British Columbia. Our group members, with a wide 
range of abilities and run preferences, made full use of 
all the lifts and most runs. Many of our members 
chose to ski with the ski guides, “Sun Hosts”, who led 
ski tours morning and afternoon. Another feature of 
the resort, enjoyed by several of our members, was the 
opportunity to ski most days with Olympic gold 
medalist Senator Nancy Greene Raine, long-time 
Director of Skiing.
 

Tour hosts Brian Craig and Susan Robblee thank our 
very hard working tour coordinators Ian Kupchenko, 
Bernice Gordeyko and Gaye Carter for the amazing 
pre-tour work they did and their ongoing support, 
which helped to make this tour such a success. The 
lodge, caterer and on hill staff were also great to work 
with.  We would particularly like to thank the Coast 
Sun Dance Lodge staffer, Robyn Warrener, who 
stepped up to assist us in ways that were above and 
beyond what could be expected.  Most of all we want 
to thank everyone who came on the trip for their 
enthusiasm, humor and all round agreeable natures in 

making a problem free trip.

Tour Coordinators Bernice Gordeyko and Ian 
Kupchenko would like to give an ecstatic shoutout to 
Sun Peaks Two Tour Host: Susan Robblee and 
Brian Craig for a job well done. 

Ski Tours 2017
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Sun Peaks Three, January 22 - 27th 
It was a dark and quiet Sunday morning when 41 club 
members made themselves very comfortable on the 
tour bus to start the third Sunday to Friday trip to Sun 
Peaks this January.
Our designated luggage loaders insisted on not being 
listed by name as they had universal and instant 
support from so many tour participants. The loaders 
had the unique challenge to separate skis and bags in 
the loading bays ready for unloading in two hotels at 
Sun Peaks, the Coast Sundance Lodge and the Cahilty 
Lodge.  
Our driver Al Gaida transported us over dry roads to 
our coffee stop in Edson, the lunch buffet in 
Valemount, our grocery store/coffee stop in Little Fort 
and then our final destination, Sun Peaks. On arrival, 
we were greeted by seven more tour participants, who 
had stayed over from the previous Sun Peaks tour or 
driven up independently.  All settled into their 
respective lodges and then assembled at the Cahilty 
for our reception, which included a tasty supper buffet 
and a cheerful, much appreciated welcome by the 
Honorable, Nancy Greene Raine and her husband Al 
Raine.  As is customary, new club members and first 
time ski tour participants* were recognized and we are 
proud to report to have welcomed 14 of them on this 
tour: Elizabeth and Rick Beauchamp, Cindy Bishop, 
Karen Good, Richard Hutchinson, David Klingbeil, 
Esther and Brian Link, Marilyn* and Ken* Shannon, 
Martina Simons, Isabel Simons-Everett, David Terry 
and Ava* Zeidler.
Monday was featured by 4 cm of fresh snow, single 
digit minus temperatures and sunshine for part of the 
day.  The snow hosts made it easy to find good runs, 
get from one lift to the next and looked after our needs 
with exemplary hospitality and "service" beyond the 
call of duty.  We wish to especially thank Stuart 
Lefroy of this group. 
Tuesday and Wednesday continued with minus 
temperatures in the low single digits and club 
members explored the skiing and eating haunts, 
including the mid mountain lodge.  
Wednesday evening, we all gathered in the Cahilty 
Lodge for the customary club dinner.  At the end of it, 
we took the opportunity to thank the Food Artists 
Kelly Dye and his staff John Kowsikow, Rich 
McIntosh, Ezra Cage, Sindbad and our charming 
server, Victoria Rutherford. 
On Thursday, the sun peeked out again and we all 

enjoyed our favorite activities on and off the hill.  Tour 
participants were very impressed with the friendly and 
cosmopolitan atmosphere of Sun Peaks.  We chatted 
with a number of skiers from the Southern 
Hemisphere who had flown in from their summer to 
our winter like reverse snowbirds (we likely were 
missing the company of our own members from down 
under) and it occurred to us, how fortunate we are in 
Alberta with our trips, where we can just drive to 
superb ski resorts.  
We wish to thank in particular the gracious ski 
ambassador at Sun Peaks, the Honorable. Nancy 
Greene Raine who took time from her busy schedule 
and skied with several of our members.  Another 
overall observation has to be made concerning the 
superb hospitality we received at both the Sundance 
Coast Lodge and the Cahilty Lodge. 
Friday morning came too soon for many of us and we 
had to say our good byes. Our driver returned with one 
of the very new and powerful 52 seater buses and 
sizable luggage compartments.  We headed back to 
Edmonton on dry highways, stopping at the same 
coffee and lunch establishments as on the previous 
Sunday to arrive at the Millwoods Golf Course after 
rush hour and in time for a slightly late supper. 

Tour Coordinators Bernice Gordeyko and Ian 
Kupchenko would like to give a round of applause to 
Sun Peaks Three Tour Hosts Mika Madunicky and 
Anke Seifried for their great work. 

Ski Tours 2017
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Just a reminder for veteran members and a note to new 
members – when the ski season (unfortunately) comes 
to a close, we will have lots for you to do in the 
summer.  Go to our website https://seniorsski.com/  
and clicking on the tabs Cycling and Golf for a 
summary of our Club activities.

Cycling
The Club sponsors, through the efforts of many 
dedicated volunteers, weekly cycle rides (Tuesdays 
and Thursdays) beginning in May.  When the snow 
has left us (or not, for those pictured below), 

registrations will begin for a summer of cycling. You 
can anticipate full details on how to register early in 
April. An email announcement on cycling registration 
will magically “roll” into your email box. If you have 
not yet cycled at our weekly rides, please have a chat 
with a veteran rider who will familiarize you on the 
ways the Club members ride AND be sure to read 
some of the tips and ride etiquette suggestions under 
the Cycling tab on our website. And, don’t believe 
your ride buddy if they say, as a rookie, “you have to 
buy the coffee on the first ride”!

Golfing
The Club also sponsors, through the efforts of many 
dedicated volunteers, a weekly Golf program 

(Mondays) beginning in May, complete with a year-
end wrap up tournament in September. Unlike some 
golf balls which like to curve hard left or right, 
landing far from the fairway, the golf registration 
information will appear in the middle of your e-mail 
box, early in April.

Golf Tournament

Cycling Tour 

Canmore Cycle Trip June 2017 Registration details 
will arrive in your email, early in April.

 Special Activities Coordinators
 Richard Barham and Darryl Reimche

 

Special Activities 
Too many mountains to ski, and so little time.  Too many summer activities, and so little time! 

“We will see you soon.”

https://seniorsski.com/
https://seniorsski.com/
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Executive Contact Information
Posi&on	 Name	 Email	
President	 Jim	Vine president@seniorsski.com
Past	President	 Doug	Knight pastpres@seniorsski.com
Secretary	 Wendy	Saunders	 secretary@seniorsski.com
Treasurer	 Alan	Lister treas@seniorsski.com
Communica&ons	 Bob	Rose	 communica&ons@seniorsski.com

Membership	 Art	Robinson	 info@seniorsski.com
NewsleJer	Editor	 Don	Blackwell	 newsleJer@seniorsski.com
Social	 Sylvia	Moysa

Judy	Anderson social@seniorsski.com

Special	Ac&vi&es	 Richard	Barham
Darryl	Reimche ac&vi&es@seniorsski.com

Tours	 Ian	Kupchenko
Bernice	Gordeyko tours@seniorsski.com

Webmaster	 Tony	Holtner	 webmaster@seniorsski.com

Calendar
January 29 - February 2,  2017
Ski Improvement in Marmot

February 7, 2017
New Members Day
Snow Valley

February 12-17, 2017
Ski Kimberly

February 26- March 3, 2017
Ski Silver Star

March 12-16,  2017
Ski Lake Louise

March 19-23, 2017
Ski Marmot

April 19, 2017
Annual General Meeting


