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President’s Notes
Getting to Know: Muriel Watterworth 

When I decided to write about members in the Club, I 
sought advice about who I should contact.  One of the 
names suggested was Muriel's.  I had never met 
Muriel and had no knowledge about her so this has 
been good for me to get to know her and I know you 
will be interested to read about her.
Muriel is one of our oldest members who actively skis.  
When I encountered her at Snow Valley, I was 
impressed by her skiing - smooth and well controlled.  
I later saw her at Jasper in January and was again 
impressed as she skied the blue trails definitely 
looking like she belonged on the hill.
To remain spry and fit, Muriel works out in a group 
setting but with a personal trainer three days a week.  
She said that she believes that the trainers are trying to 
get them fit for the Olympics as the regimen includes 
running (yes, running) the 43 stairs in the building as 
part of the program. 
Muriel was born in Winnipeg, in the west end of the 
city.  This is important, because she told me that her 

husband Jack was also born in Winnipeg in the north 
end of the city.  But they did not meet there, even 
though at that time it was much smaller than it is 
today.  They met at a camp in Ontario.  About 15 
months later they married.  They have three children, 
4 grandchildren and 3 1/2 (one is on-the-way) great-
grandchildren.
Jack was an avid skier and upon being married, Muriel 
found herself taking up the sport to be with Jack.  For 
their honeymoon, he took her to stay at Temple Lodge 
and ski.  It was her first experience on skis.  Several 
years later, she and Jack used “ski skins” to climb 
Parker's Ridge located near the Columbia Ice Field.
The only time Muriel came close to showing her age, 
was when she described her first skis and boots.  The 
skis were 195 centimetres long (she is under 5 feet 
tall) with the old bear-trap bindings.  The skis did not 
have metal edges.  The boots were leather lace-up 
boots and not the warmest things to put on your feet.
After her husband died in 2010, she became more 
active with skiing at Snow Valley.  Meeting Club 
members on the regular Tuesday and Thursday ski 
days, she joined the Club in January 2012 and now 
enjoys the free annual memberships and skiing at the 
resorts that provide free lift tickets for those skiers 
over 80.
Not only active as a skier, Muriel golfs in the summer, 
walking 9 holes once a week.  She plays the ukulele 
and has recently purchased a guitar with the goal of 
learning to play.  Muriel insists that she will persist to 
get her monies worth out of it!  She also sings in the 
Unitarian choir and has choir practice every Thursday 
evening.
Riding the lift one day, a grade 6 student said "Aren't 
you a little old to be skiing?"  Having spent a most 
enjoyable few hours with her, I don't think so.  Her 
comment was: "If you don't use it, you lose it."  This is 
a member who definitely epitomizes the sprit and 
camaraderie of the Club, bubbly, enthusiastic, feisty 
and determined.
Say hello to Muriel the next time you are at Snow 
Valley.   
   Jim Vine
   President

SKI TRACKS
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New Members Day
New Members Day, February 7, was a cold, frosty morning at Snow Valley. By 9 am, all school groups had 
cancelled and a group of hardy members were out enjoying the freshly groomed runs. By 10, over 100 members 
were busy socializing in the lodge and welcoming new members  

        Art Robinson, Membership

We Remember…

Henry Fiege (1948 – 2017)

Henry joined the Club in 2011. Over the years, he participated in several ski tours 
with the Club. Henry was a well-respected educator whose career spanned 40 years. 
He began teaching in Ardrossan in 1970 and ended his career in 2010 as Principal of 
Guthrie School in Lancaster Park. One of Henry's passions was volleyball. He 
played for 46 years within the Edmonton Volleyball Association. Our sympathies 
are extended to his family. We will remember him.

Membership

Spring Dinner 
Wednesday, May 17, 2017
Cash Bar 5:00 pm; Dinner 6:00 pm

German Canadian Cultural Centre
8310 Roper Road

$30.00 per ticket (subsidized by the Club)

Tickets from Bonnie Burn or Sylvia Moysa or at the A.G.M
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Kimberley Tour, February 12 - 17th 
The Kimberley Tour was shaping up to be a ‘doozy’ 
when telephone calls trickled in inquiring what we 
were going to do if highways were closed on our 
route; this, after radio weather information of severe 
snow storms across southern British Columbia.
With a quick early lunch (or late breakfast) at Cross 
Iron Mills Food Court, we continued into some 
gruesome winds west of Calgary that had put several 
cars off the road. The trip was very comfortable and 
safe for the 51 persons on our Brewster Bus. There 
where five self transporting skiers. After the requisite 
stop at grocery and liquor stores in town right at the 
base of the ski hill, we arrived at the Kimberley Alpine 
Resort on schedule just after five pm. An easy check-
in and the ‘welcome’ pasta buffet prepared everyone 
for a good rest, with the anticipation of an exciting 
first day on the slopes.

From a distance, the Kimberley ski hill appeared like 
an overgrown Snow Valley. Many were pleasantly 
surprised when we rode the lifts to find the ski terrain 
was a great deal higher and more expansive than 
appeared at first sight.  And, talk about snow…reports 

of 58cm or up to 3 feet, dumped just a few days prior 
to our arrival, now freshly groomed, coupled with 
pristine blue skies and temperatures hovering around 
zero, the first two days were utterly spectacular ~ 
exceeding everyone’s expectations. The mid-week 
third day, although overcast, still afforded lots of 
skiing fun. Our last day of skiing however presented 
some challenge, with light rain at the base 
transitioning to quite heavy snow at upper elevations. 
Those well-skilled amongst the club members found 
the powder exceptional, offering some of the best 
skiing experience ever. Skiers with somewhat less 
confidence, found the four to six inches of rather 
heavy powder, intimidating and a bit risky, requiring 
techniques that many had not learned or practiced. A 
particularly amazing final ski day for some, a rest day 
for others, brought an overall terrific tour to a happy 
close.

Kimberley is known for the famous Cominco mine 
(the ‘Sullivan Mine’) which operated from 1917 to 
2001, the largest lead-zinc mine in the world. The ski 
resort is on the east-facing slopes of the Purcell 

Ski Tours 2017
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Mountains, from which there is a breath-taking view 
across the Columbia Valley to the Rocky Mountains. 
The ski hill actually sits on the site of the North Star 
mine and the Ski Hosts include a historical tour of 
mine shaft entrances, called “Adits”, the site of the 
mine workers village and many other features, right on 
the ski runs.

Kimberly Alpine Resort is also becoming a reputable 
base for disabled skiers! Here they have their own 
building at mountain base to refresh and organize. Due 
to the inclement weather their Thursday race was 
cancelled, many of us did want to watch. On our 
various trips up the North Star Express Lift we 
marveled at how they could “sit” ski, one limb ski, 
blind ski at much faster speeds and balance than we 
could attain.
Wednesday evening we dined in the Stemwinder 
Room for the superb club dinner buffet. The Old 
Bauernhaus Restaurant, authentic German cuisine, is 
not to be missed when you visit Kimberley, which 
delighted many whom went down the hill to Town, on 
non-organized evenings. And, in case you have 

interest, locals unanimously agreed that Kimberley is 
an absolutely wonderful place to live, with recreation 
galore in all seasons, coupled with a temperate 
climate. Brand new condos reportedly can be 
purchased for as little as $90,000.
As the tour hosts we thank everyone, especially and 
including the executive that do so much pre-
organizational work, bus loaders, and attendees for 
giving us the opportunity to talk with, collect details, 
and enable a fun, injury free ski trip.
Tour Hosts Michael Reynolds, Alan Burkin.

Bernice Gordeyko and Ian Kupchenko thank: 
Kimberly Tour Host: Michael Reynolds and Alan 
Burkin for a well managed trip. 
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Jasper Marmot Ski Improvement, January 29 
– February 2
There was a wonderful turnout of skiers, 114 in total. 
This group had skiers representing 5 decades, skiers in 
their 50’s, 60’s, 70’s, 80’s, and 90’s. We were blessed 
by a good snowfall on the Sunday afternoon of our 
arrival, snow that was badly needed but there was 
some great skiing to be had.

Forty-eight members took lessons from green/blue all 
the way to advanced moguls, including myself. It was 
my first lesson in over 55 years. The terminology and 
teaching methods have changed due to the technical 
advances in the ski equipment but the principle is still 
the same. “Bend the knees”.

Thirty-two members participated in the costume fun 
race on the Wednesday afternoon. I am quite sure the 
lift operators and other skiers got a laugh at all the 
costumed skiers careening down the hill. I must say 
there were some great costumes on the hill. Those that 
participated in the race were able to claim some 

wonderful merchandise that a number of companies so 
graciously donated. I even took home a cool looking 
helmet with a built in visor so now I look like I could 
be a jet fighter pilot.   A great big thanks to Milt 
Gilmore and Robbie Steen who took the time to 
approach all the sponsoring merchants.  

Ski Tours 2017
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Jasper Tour con’t
Other than skiing, the hot tub was a popular meeting 
spot. It appears there were a number of get togethers 
in the various rooms in the evening. I even got to go to 
a chocolate fondue: I was a little concerned at the start 
in that I was the only male in the room of 10 but they 
did let me participate in the conversation and I did 
learn all sort of techniques for watercolor paintings.

Thanks to all the participants and organizers with 
another fine stay at the Jasper Inn & Suites and to the 
Inn Grill that catered two wonderful events.

Bernice Gordeyko and Ian Kupchenko thank: Jasper 
Tour Hosts Deanna Scarret and Al Slemko for their 
great work. And a big thank you to Robbie Steen and 
his associates for their work in organizing the fun-
race. 

Special Activities 
Golf
We’ve got Deer Meadows, Coyote Crossing, Hunters Green and County Side lined up again for the 2017 Golf 
Season:  Monday mornings (except long weekends), starting May 1st to September 18th, 

The tentative schedule is attached – 2017 start times and rates have yet to be confirmed (when the golf courses open 
in April).

Please email Richard Barham (ac#vi#es@seniorsski.com	) to put your name on the 2017 golfing email list – 
even if you were on the 2016 golfing email list.  We start a new email list every season.  Richard will check 
memberships and forward the names, email addresses and phone numbers to me.

We are an easy-going group – out for fun, fresh air & fellowship.  All levels of golfers are welcome.
There’s no long term commitment. I send out a “sign-up” email each week and those golfers who want to play the 
next Monday e-mail me back.  Mid-week I prepare the next Monday’s roster of tee times to send out to the golfers 
and the golf course.  Usually there are about 8 teams.  Several golfers stay for lunch after the game.

        Karol Muir, Golf Co-coordinator

Date Course Phone Approx. Start Time Seniors Rate 2016 Cart
May 1 Deer Meadows Spruce Grove 780-962-4799 10:00 a.m. $16.00 $18/Cart
May 8 Coyote  Crossing  Sher Pk 780-467-5060 10:00 a.m. $26.00 $10/Rider
May 17 Hunters Green St. Albert 780-973-6686 10:00 a.m. $20.00 $10/ Rider
May 29 Countryside – Hwy 14 Sher Pk 780-467-4653 10:00 a.m. $26.00 $9/ Rider
June 5 Deer Meadows Spruce Grove 780-962-4799 10:00 a.m. $16.00 $18/ Cart
June 12 Coyote  Crossing  Sher Pk 780-467-5060 10:00 a.m. $26.00 $10/ Rider
June 19 Hunters Green St. Albert 780-973-6686 10:00 a.m. $20.00 $10/ Rider
June 26 Countryside – Hwy 14 Sher Pk 780-467-4653 10:00 a.m. $26.00 $9/ Rider
July 10 Deer Meadows Spruce Grove 780-962-4799 10:00 a.m. $16.00 $18/ Cart

July 17 Coyote  Crossing  Sher Pk 780-467-5060 10:00 a.m. $26.00 $10/ Rider
July 24 Hunters Green St. Albert 780-973-6686 10:00 a.m. $20.00 $10/ Rider
July 31 Countryside – Hwy 14 Sher Pk 780-467-4653 10:00 a.m. $26.00 $9/ Rider

August 14 Deer Meadows Spruce Grove 780-962-4799 10:00 a.m. $16.00 $18/ Cart
August 21 Coyote  Crossing  Sher Pk 780-467-5060 10:00 a.m. $26.00 $10/ Rider

August 28 Hunters Green St. Albert 780-973-6686 10:00 a.m. $20.00 $10/ Rider
September 11 Countryside – Hwy 14 Sher Pk 780-467-4653 10:00 a.m. $26.00 $9/ Rider
September 18 Deer Meadows Spruce Grove 780-962-4799 10:00 a.m. $16.00 $18/ Cart

mailto:activities@seniorsski.com
mailto:activities@seniorsski.com
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Executive Contact Information
Posi#on	 Name	 Email	
President	 Jim	Vine president@seniorsski.com
Past	President	 Doug	Knight pastpres@seniorsski.com
Secretary	 Wendy	Saunders	 secretary@seniorsski.com
Treasurer	 Alan	Lister treas@seniorsski.com
Communica#ons	 Bob	Rose	 communica#ons@seniorsski.com

Membership	 Art	Robinson	 info@seniorsski.com
NewsleKer	Editor	 Don	Blackwell	 newsleKer@seniorsski.com
Social	 Sylvia	Moysa

Judy	Anderson social@seniorsski.com

Special	Ac#vi#es	 Richard	Barham
Darryl	Reimche ac#vi#es@seniorsski.com

Tours	 Ian	Kupchenko
Bernice	Gordeyko tours@seniorsski.com

Webmaster	 Tony	Holtner	 webmaster@seniorsski.com

Calendar

March 12-16,  2017
Ski Lake Louise

March 19-23, 2017
Ski Marmot

April 19, 2017
Annual General Meeting

May 1, 2017
Golf Season Begins

May 1, 2017
Cycling Season Begins

May 17, 2017
Spring Dinner, German Canadian Centre

This is the clock that we use in retirement! 
It needs no batteries or electricity, it is never fast or slow and it never stops.

Thanks to Jim Vine for finding this treasure.


