
KIMBERLEY TOUR REPORT 

February 12 to February 17 2017 
The Kimberley Tour was shaping up to be a ‘doozy’ when telephone calls 

trickled in inquiring what we were going to do if highways were closed 

on our route; this, after radio weather information of severe snow 

storms across southern British Columbia. 

 

With a quick early lunch (or late breakfast) at Cross Iron Mills Food 

Court, we continued into some gruesome winds west of Calgary that 

had put several cars off the road. The trip was very comfortable and 

safe for the 51 persons on our Brewster Bus. There where five self 

transporting skiers. After the requisite stop at grocery and liquor 

stores in town right at the base of the ski hill, we arrived at the 

Kimberley Alpine Resort on schedule just after five pm. An easy 

check-in and the ‘welcome’ pasta buffet prepared everyone for a good 

rest, with the anticipation of an exciting first day on the slopes. 

 

From a distance, the Kimberley ski hill appeared like an overgrown 

Snow Valley. Many were pleasantly surprised when we rode the lifts 

to find the ski terrain was a great deal higher and more expansive 

than appeared at first sight.  And, talk about snow…reports of some 

58cm to some 3 feet dumped just a few days prior to our arrival, now 

freshly groomed, coupled with pristine blue skies and temperatures 

hovering around zero, the first two days were utterly spectacular 

~ exceeding everyone’s expectations. The mid-week third day, 

although overcast, still afforded lots of skiing fun. Our last day 

of skiing however presented some challenge, with light rain at the 

base transitioning to quite heavy snow at upper elevations. Those 

well-skilled amongst the club members found the powder exceptional, 

offering some of the best skiing experience ever. Skiers with 

somewhat less confidence, found the four to six inches of rather heavy 

powder, intimidating and a bit risky, requiring techniques that many 

had not learned or practiced. A particularly amazing final ski day 

for some, a rest day for others, brought an overall terrific tour 

to a happy close. 

 

Kimberley is known for the famous Cominco mine (the ‘Sullivan Mine’) 

which operated from 1917 to 2001, the largest lead-zinc mine in the 

world. The ski resort is on the east-facing slopes of the Purcell 

Mountains, from which there is a breath-taking view across the 

Columbia Valley to the Rocky Mountains. The ski hill actually sits 

on the site of the North Star mine and the Ski Hosts include a 

historical tour of mine shaft entrances, called “Adits”, the site 

of the mine workers village and many other features, right on the 

ski runs. 

 

Kimberly Alpine Resort is also becoming a reputable base for disabled 



skiers! Here they have their own building at mountain base to refresh 

and organize. Due to the inclement weather their Thursday race was 

cancelled, many of us did want to watch. On our various trips up the 

North Star Express Lift we marvelled at how they could “sit” ski, 

one limb ski, blind ski at much faster speeds and balance we could 

obtain. 

 

Wednesday evening we dined in the Stemwinder Room for the superb club 

dinner buffet. The Old Bauernhaus Restaurant, authentic German 

cuisine, is not to be missed when you visit Kimberley, which delighted 

many whom went down the hill to Town, on non-organized evenings. And, 

in case you have interest, locals unanimously agreed that Kimberley 

is an absolutely wonderful place to live, with recreation galore in 

all seasons, coupled with a temperate climate. Brand new condos 

reportedly can be purchased for as little as $90,000. 

 

As the tour hosts we thank everyone, especially and including the 

executive that do so much pre-organizational work, bus loaders, and 

attendees for giving us the opportunity to talk with, collect 

details, and enable a fun, injury free ski trip. 

 

Tour Hosts Michael Reynolds, Alan Burkin. 

  

  

 

 


