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SKI TRACKS

President’s Notes
Getting to Know
Dennis and Georgie Brooks

industries that were staring to flourish there, or could
come to Alberta and join the growing oil patch. While
Alberta had long been known for oil and gas deposits,
the major discovery of oil near Leduc in February,
1947, provided the geological key to Alberta's prolific
oil reserves. The discovery transformed the Alberta
economy, and attracted many, like Dennis to come to
Alberta. Dennis became a seismologist seeking new
discoveries.
Upon her graduation, Georgie moved to Alberta and
Georgie and Dennis married in 1957. While hoping
for a settled existence, they first lived in Peace River
(population - about 2,600), then Calgary (population 235,000), and then Regina (population - about
150,000). Living in these small cities and towns must
have been a big change for Dennis and Georgie,
coming from Toronto!

Dennis and Georgie are long time members of the
Club, actually, dating back to when the membership
was in the Calgary Seniors Alpine Ski Club. I thought
you might like to know more about this interesting
couple.
They were both born in Toronto, and as a hint to when,
the population of the city at that time was only about
630,000 (now, the population of Toronto proper is
about 2.8 million!). While born in the same city, they
did not meet until attending the University of Toronto.
Dennis was taking geology and physics, and Georgie,
on a Math scholarship, was taking Home Economics.
Dennis graduated before Georgie and had job
opportunities in northern Ontario in the mining

Unfortunately, Alberta suffered its first "oil crash" in
early 1960 and Dennis had to seek new employment.
Then living in Regina, he found employment with
Alberta Government Telephones (AGT), then a
department of the Alberta Government and they
moved to Edmonton. At this time, he decided to
become an engineer, and was admitted to the
Association of Professional Engineers and
Geoscientists of Alberta (APEGA), as a Professional
Geophysicist (P. Geo.), then a brand new designation.
After some exams, he qualified as a Professional
Engineer (P. Eng.). He thus ended up with two
qualifications which changed his life. APEGA sought
him out for almost every one of their committees,
which then led to his election on Council and to being
Alberta's representative on the National Board on
engineering experience qualifications. As a result, he
was able to meet and get to know a number of
interesting people. During his time at AGT, he
witnessed, and was a participant in, the enormous
growth of communications technology in Alberta.
In Edmonton, they purchased the home they have been
living in for the past 57 years. Dennis and Georgie
have two boys, one a retired school teacher and one a
still-practicing veterinarian. With the passage of time,
the two boys were followed by 5 grandchildren, 3 girls
and two boys. Georgie was a stay-at-home mother
until the boys were in school. She then qualified to
teach and taught part-time for many years. She also
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kept very busy in the community. As highlights. she was a publicly elected member of the University of Alberta
Senate where she undertook several responsibilities. In 1982, the Alberta Government transferred control to a
newly appointed Board of Governors for NAIT and Georgie was appointed as one of the original Board members.
When they were living in Calgary, and later in Edmonton, they would occasionally (skiing then, like now, was
expensive) drive to Banff or Jasper to ski. While they had cross-country skied in Ontario, the mountains were their
initiation to down-hill skiing and they quickly learned to enjoy it. As you can see from the pictures, they learned to
ski on very long, narrow skies with
the old bear-trap bindings.
Georgie - Norquay 1957
Dennis - Sunshine - 1967
As typical active seniors and looking
to join like-minded individuals, they
joined the Calgary Seniors Alpine
Ski Club. They were members when
the Edmonton group stared biking in
about the year 2000. They have also
been active travellers, and have
visited 54 countries. However, with
some health issues, they are
approaching their skiing and biking
activities more cautiously. Like I
have said about others in the
Newsletter, they have the attitude
"use it, or lose it", and work hard to
remain active.
They no longer go on ski tours, but still like to bike and enjoy the Club's social activities. Take the time to learn
more about this interesting couple.
Jim Vine
President

Membership
As of January 1, 2018, there are 665 members in our
Club, including 83 new members. On January 1, 2017,
there were 605 members, including 105 new members.

the afternoon as the school groups are finishing their
day. Whenever you come, remember to wear your
white badge.

New Members Day
On Tuesday, February 6, 2018, come ski at Snow
Valley. Lifts open at 9:00 am with a coffee break at
10:30 upstairs in the lodge. Coffee and refreshments
will be complimentary. Meet some new Club members
and share your ski adventures. Remember to wear
your badge.

Alberta 55 Plus Ski Race
One day of coaching and one day of racing will be
held on February 7 and 8, 2018, at Nakiska. The race,
with coaching, will be open to all members of Alberta
55 Plus. For more information, contact Bob Frizzell,
bobfrizzell@shaw.ca.

Tuesdays at Snow Valley
At Snow Valley, the snow is always great. The runs
are freshly groomed in the morning just before the lifts
open. Club skiing is on Tuesdays although you will
see members skiing every day. Some members prefer
to come early in the morning and ski the untracked
groomed slopes before the school groups get out on
the hill. The sun is on the hill in the morning and the
school groups are in lessons. Others prefer to come in

Art Robinson
Deanna Sharratt
Membership
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We remember…
Tom Mowat (1938 – 2017)
Tom had been a member from 2009 to 2016. He
enjoyed skiing as well as walking and other sports. He
participated on ski tours and served as a tour host for
Marmot in March. He skied often at Snow Valley on
Tuesdays while he was a member.
Tom always had a smile.
Our sympathies are extended to his wife, Anna, to his
family, and to his many friends. We will remember
him.

Ski Tours for 2017 - 2018
Registrations for ski tours are on-going. The following
is a summary of our tours thus far.
Sunshine had 40 skiers (see report in this newsletter)
Sun Peaks #1 - 73 skiers
Sun Peaks #2 - 76 skiers
Sun Peaks #3 - 62 skiers
Marmot #1 - 16 skiers
Marmot #2 (ski improvement)- 111 skiers
Kimberley - 47 skiers
Silver Star - draw date is January 12th.
Whitefish - 54 (on bus)
Marmot #3 - registrations opens on February 13, 2018
Due to cancellations there may be space available for
some tours, depending on availability of bus space and
hotels. Please call Tour Host for detail information.
Luggage Guidelines
Please adhere to the guidelines that have stated in
earlier Newsletters'.

One ski bag with one pair of skis, one boot bag, one
piece of luggage (size
62" linear dimension) one tote bag for the bus.
All resorts have small grocery stores and stores for
some cheers. SO please don't pack food and alcohol in
your luggage.
Travel Insurance
It is advisable for members to carry extra travel
insurance for out of province destinations, especially
White Fish Montana. Insurance is available from all
insurance companies.
Enjoy the season of skiing, ski safe and as a RMSSC
member include new members in your group so noone skis alone.
Bernice Gordeyko, Gaye Carter
and Blaine Larson
Tour Coordinators

Jasper Room Rates
Special Offer for Rocky Mountain Seniors Ski Club members with Mountain
Park Lodges in Jasper! We have rates available to your group at all our hotels 50% off med-week and 25% off weekends!
The Marmot Lodge – Deluxe Queen

$85.00/night

2 Queen Beds with mini fridge and microwave

The Chateau Jasper – Standard Room

$88.00/night

2 Queen Beds with convenience galley

The Lobstick Lodge – Kitchen Suite

$93.00/night

Full Kitchen with 2 Double Beds and Sofa-Bed

*Rates are valid Sunday through Thursday, excluding long weekends and holidays. Other room types and dates are
available at all our hotels in Jasper* Call our Central Reservations Department 1.888.704.9425 to make your
booking today!
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Sunshine Ski Trip –
December 10 – 13, 2017
As is usual with our Club, all 38-ski enthusiasts were
on the bus ready to go well before the deadline for
departure. There were 2 self-drivers who we met at
Creekside. We were pleased to welcome six new
members to our club, Charlie Clark, David Sasges,
Dawn Fargey, Henry MacKendrick, Joe Badry and
Ron Brown. With our driver, Dave, behind the wheel,
we left the parking lot for our first stop at CrossIron
Mills where we had lunch.
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particularly popular was a new game called Canada
150, which was like Trivial Pursuit, but with questions
limited to Canadian history and geography. A mystery
was solved as to what Bruce Milne had in the box he
brought on the bus. It was a Crokinole board, which
brought back fond memories for many of those of us
that grew up in western Canada and spent many winter
evenings around the Crokinole board. Gene continued
his winning skills at the Wizard table, which continued
well into the evening.

We were met at the base of Sunshine by our ski hill
liaison, Chole Gretton-Watson, who welcomed us and
set out the procedures for getting our luggage and skis
up to the Hotel. The gondola ride was far less chilly
than it was in our cold freeze last year.
Sunday evening we were treated to a Delirium Pizza
Buffet in the Eagle’s Nest. There was more than
enough pizza to satisfy everyone’s appetite. And for
most of us, it was off to bed early to prepare for a full
day of skiing on Monday.
Ski conditions at Sunshine were very good on most
runs and Sunshine truly lived up to its name with
mild weather and lots of sunshine. Again this year,
we had three Octogenarians, Gene Dextrose, Carl
Ulrich and Clare Radis, show us what it is to be fit
and still in the game.

After another great day of skiing we had our farewell
dinner on Tuesday evening in the Eagle’s Nest. Hosted
by Cindy and Kristin, the bountiful buffet of honey
glazed ham and maple glazed Sock-eye salmon,
vegetables, salads, soup and an amazing assortment of
desserts were much appreciated by all. And everyone
left feeling well fed and appreciative of the variety and
quality of the meal.
Wednesday gave us the final opportunity to hit the
runs we had missed or enjoyed so much we had to
have one last run. Again the delivery of the luggage
was on time as well as the skiers so we were off for
our trip home ahead of schedule.
The hosts, John Young and John Ross, would like to
thank several people who made this ski trip possible
and enjoyable. Bernice Goredeyko and her RMSSC
team had all the details of the trip set up so our job of
hosting was so easy and Megan Sallows and Chloe for
being our contacts at Sunshine.

On Monday evening, after everyone shared friendship
over a meal in one of the several restaurants on the
Hill, we met in Flex Room A to carry on the tradition
of games night. Several tables hosted different games,
Including Jenga, Chinese Cribbage, Wizard and

Thank you to Bruce Milne for taking photos of our
many activities.
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RMSSC Executive Search and Recruitment
Feeling bored and need a new challenge? Is it time to give back to the Club
by filling a volunteer executive role on the Board?
The RMSSC Executive Search team is recruiting members for the 2018-2020 Executive, to be elected at the AGM
this April/May. All positions are for a two-year term (with the exception of the Auditors who are elected every year
but may hold this position for an underdetermined period).
Many of the executive roles are filled with two members, with alternate terms. This provides for continuity and
shared experience. The following positions will be up for election:
Tour Coordinator:

One position (Gaye Carter and Blaine Larsen stay on to fill their 2nd year)

Special Activities:

One position (Rob Fenton stays on to fill his 2nd year)

Membership:

One position (Deanna Sharratt stays on to fill her 2nd year)

Social:

One position (Bonnie Burn stays on to fill her 2nd year)

Communication/Newsletter: One position (the Newsletter and Communication role has been combined for the
coming term, under review. The role is negotiable!
Auditor:

Two positions

Role descriptions can be found on the RMSSC website (under Membership/Volunteer).
Please contact a member of the Search Committee for further information and to express your interest:
Doug Knight, Past President (Chair)
Jim Vine, President
JoAnn Grand, Vice President
Alan Lister, Treasurer

Special Activities
A Corporate Wellness Program is in place with the City of Edmonton for all RMSSC members. The program
provides discounts for annual memberships, continuous monthly memberships and multi-admission passes. The
details are provided in the following brochure / poster.
A current RMSSC membership card must be shown at the facilities to obtain the discounts. The program will not be
retroactive for passes already purchased.
The attached brochure shows the facilities included for each plan, and the regular and discounted prices.
The ski conditioning program we organize at the Kinsmen Field House is separate from this program.
If you have any questions please direct them to Rob Fenton at
activities@seniorsski.com
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CORPORATE WELLNESS PROGRAM

CORPORATE WELLNESS HAS ITS BENEFITS!
Physically active employees are happy, healthy employees with above average attendance records. An investment in the
health of your staff is an investment in your company’s productivity.
The City of Edmonton’s Corporate Wellness Program provides employees (and their immediate family members living in the
same household) of participating companies with discounts on admissions to City operated sports and fitness centres.

HOW THE PROGRAM WORKS
While there is no cost to join the City of Edmonton’s Corporate Wellness Program, there is a minimum pass purchase required.
To inquire about registering your company, please call 780-944-7572 or email corpsales@edmonton.ca.
Once your company has signed on with the Corporate Wellness Program, enjoying discounted admissions is simple... Advise our
cashier you are an employee of a Corporate Wellness Program participating company; present proof of employment (e.g employee
photo identification, letter of employment, or a current pay stub) and choose from the following Corporate Wellness products:
Annual Pass – Participating companies receive a 20% discount on Adult and Family Annual Passes.
Continuous Monthly Pass*– Participating companies enjoy a 20% discount off the Continuous Monthly Membership Program
using our convenient Per-Authourized Debit Program.
Multi Admission Pass – Participating companies receive a 15% discount on our already discounted multi admission pass
(starting at 5 visits).
Employees who purchase the above passes will be issued a photo access card which is to be swiped at each admission.
*Members will be asked to verify their eligibility for the discounted membership on an annual basis.
Failure to do so may result in a suspension of the discounted membership rate until valid documentation is presented.

WHY CHOOSE THE CITY OF EDMONTON?
The City of Edmonton is committed to building a healthy Edmonton workforce by providing Edmonton area employers with
admission incentives for their employees – and their families - to enjoy our popular collection of sports and recreation facilities.
Attractive admission discounts, convenient locations across the City, flexible payment plans, and professional staff combined
with our world class facilities, equipment and programs are why many Edmonton employers choose the City of Edmonton as
their fitness provider.

FACILITIES AND AMENITIES
Swimming pools, whirlpools, fitness studios, cardio areas, weight rooms, racquetball, squash and tennis courts, indoor running
tracks, gymnasiums, cafeterias and pro-shops. Hours of operation from 5:30 am to midnight (hours vary according to facility). For
more information please call 311 (if outside of Edmonton 780-442-5311).
ACT Aquatic and Recreation Centre 2909 - 113 Avenue
Bonnie Doon Leisure Centre 8648 - 81 Street
Central Lions Seniors Centre 11113 - 113 Street
Confederation Leisure Centre 11204 - 43 Avenue
Clareview Community Recreation Centre 3804 - 139 Avenue
Eastglen Leisure Centre 11410 - 68 Street
Grand Trunk Fitness and Leisure Centre 13025 - 112 Street
Hardisty Fitness and Leisure Centre 10535 - 65 Street
Jasper Place Fitness and Leisure Centre 9200 - 163 Street
Kinsmen Sport Centre 9100 Walterdale Hill
Londonderry Fitness and Leisure Centre 14528 - 66 Street

Mill Woods Recreation Centre 7207 - 28 Avenue
Commonwealth Community Recreation Centre
1100 Stadium Road
O’Leary Fitness and Leisure Centre 8804 - 132 Avenue
Outdoor Pools (open during summer months)
Peter Hemingway Fitness and Leisure Centre
13808 - 111 Avenue
St. Francis Xavier Sports Centre 9240 - 163 Street
Terwillegar Community Recreation Centre 2051 Leger Road
The Meadows Community Recreation Centre
2704 - 17 Street
Scona Pool 10450 - 72 Avenue

MORE INFORMATION AT 780-944-7572 OR CORPSALES@EDMONTON.CA
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Executive Contact Information
Position
President
Past President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Communications
Membership

Special Activities

Name
Jim Vine
Doug Knight
JoAnn Grand
Wendy Saunders
Alan Lister
Bob Rose
Art Robinson
Deanna Sharratt
Don Blackwell
Judy Anderson
Bonnie Burn
Darryl Reimche

Tours

Rob Fenton
Bernice Gordeyko

Newsletter Editor
Social

Webmaster

Email
president@seniorsski.com
pastpres@seniorsski.com
vicepres@seniorsski.com
secretary@seniorsski.com
treas@seniorsski.com
communications@seniorsski.com
info@seniorsski.com
newsletter@seniorsski.com
social@seniorsski.com
activities@seniorsski.com

Gaye Carter

tours@seniorsski.com

Blaine Larsen
Bryan Harris

webmaster@seniorsski.com

Calendar

January 28 – February 1, 2018
Marmot 2

February 6, 2018
New Members Day

February 11- 16, 2018
Kimberly

Ski Tours 2017-2018
January 7 – 12, 2018
Sun Peaks 1
January 14 – 19, 2018
Sun Peaks 2
January 14 - 18
Marmot 1
January 21- 26, 2018
Sun Peaks 3

Monday, February 26 – Saturday, March 3, 2018
Silver Star
March 11- 16, 2018
Whitefish
April 2 – 6, 2018
Marmot 3
April 25, 2018 AGM
1-3 pm, Snow Valley
May 17th, 2018 Spring Dinner (Tentative)
Woodvale Community League
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